20/ 08/ 1998

Move to increase nunmber of scientists gets nod

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today agreed to all ow graduates in the
private sector to apply for schol arshi ps fromthe Hunan Resource

Devel opnent Fund for Science and Technol ogy in a nove to increase the
nunmber of scientists and researchers.

Prior tothis, applicants for schol arshi ps gi ven out under the RM300
mllion fund had to be confirmed officers nom nated by public research
agenci es and universities.

However, Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng
Di ng said today there were very few candi dates sel ected and t he progranme
was proceeding too slowy.

The fund, | aunched under the Seventh Mal aysi a Pl an, has only benefited
179 people to date. The mnistry has al so disbursed RVMB.89 million in
schol ar shi ps.

"A study by the Stanford Research Institute showed t hat Ml aysi a needs
492,834 scientists by the year 2020. Thi s neans we have to produce an
average of 19,000 scientists yearly.

"We cannot neet this target at the rate we are goi ng. As such, we have
to extend the schol arships to graduates in the private sector,"” Lawtold
reporters after the Cabi net neeting.

Up to 1995, Malaysia had only 22,872 scientists. The 1996 Nati onal
Survey of Research and Devel opnent carried out by the ministry's Ml aysian
Sci ence and Technol ogy I nformati on Centre reveal ed that the country only
had five researchers for every 10, 000 peopl e.

Japan has 82 researchers for every 10, 000 people, the United States 74
and Si ngapore 48.

To enabl e graduates in the private sector to obtain schol arshi ps, the
m ni stry has establi shed the National Science Fell owshi p Schene under the
f und.

"It is an elite schene for excellent candi dates in both the public and
private sector,"” said Law

Candi dat es nmust be graduates pursuing a nasters degree or Ph.D. in
sci ence subj ects whi ch come under the Governnent's priority areas.

The areas are Industrial Design, Advanced Materials, Information
Technol ogy, M croel ectronics, Miltimedia, Biotechnol ogy, Advanced
Manuf act uri ng, Aerospace, I ndustrial Pollution Control, Energy,

Phar maceuti cal and technol ogi es i dentified under the second I ndustri al
Master Pl an.

To attract excellent candi dates, the mnistry will provide a nonthly
al | owance of RML, 800 and RM2, 900 for Masters and Ph. D degree hol ders
respectively.

Law said it was estimated that the Government woul d spend RM3.29 i llion
for the first 100 candi dates under the schene.

Candi dat es nmust al so pursue courses in |ocal public or private
uni versities.

The Governnent will have to spend RML20, 000 per year on each candi date
sent abroad conpared to only RMB2,900 if the course is taken | ocally.

Law al so today submtted the Nati onal Acadeny of Sciences' 1997 annua
report to the Cabinet.

Anong ot hers, the acadeny had organi sed six | ectures and published the
book Mahat hi r: Kepi npi nan dan WAwasan Al am Sai ns dan Teknol ogi

It had al so established a co-operation network with acadeni es of



sci ences in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, New Zeal and, | ndonesia, the Philippines,
Thai l and, Brazil and Indi a.
The Cabi net has al so agreed to a request for Mal aysia to host the Asia
Paci fi c Meteorol ogi cal Programe's 14t h Wor ki ng Group Meeti ng on
Met eor ol ogi cal Laser and Di mension from Aug 22 to Sept 3.
( END)
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