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Move to regi ster Y2K conpliant conpani es

Mari na Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Compani es whi ch have tackl ed the Year 2000 probl em
will be able toregister with the Energy, Tel ecomuni cati ons and Posts
Mnistry to be certified as Y2K-conpliant, its Mnister Datuk Leo Mdggi e
sai d today.

Mbggi e said this |ist woul d enabl e conpani es to reassure the public that
they were ready for Y2K, while consunmers woul d be guarant eed Y2K-conpl i ant
products and servi ces.

"When the list is ready, we will nmake the |list as accessible to the
public as we can, including by publishing it on our web-site.

"However, it does not mean that conpani es which do not register with us
are not Y2K-conpliant," he told a Press conference on the I nfotech
Mal aysia/l TX ' 98 conference and exhibition at the M nbos Bhd headquarters
in Bukit Jalil.

The Y2K problemrefers to the inability of sonme conputer chips to
recogni se the year 2000 and beyond in their tine-sensitive functions,
possibly resulting in systemerrors or shutdowns

The mi ni stry supervises the i npl ementati on of Y2K conpliance in the
private sector while inplenentationinthe Governnment sector i s supervised
by a worki ng group | ed by the Mal aysi an Admi ni strati ve Moder ni sati on and
Managenent Pl anning Unit.

Manpu, Moggi e said, had identified and was worki ng with 21 departnents
and agenci es expected to be critically affected by the Y2K probl em

On the Infotech Mal aysia/l TX ' 98 event, Moggie said the main thrusts
woul d be the inplementati on and i npact of the National |IT Agenda and t he
devel oprent of local |IT innovations, products and brands.

He | ater received, on behalf of the National IT Council, a RV600, 000
nmock cheque from Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd chai rman Datuk Ali Hassan
symbolising its contribution to the event in the formof video
conferencing facilities and services.

More than 1, 000 partici pants are expected at the conference, whichis
al so adopting a "Smart Partnershi p"-based roundtable format, with each
tabl e containing participants fromdifferent backgrounds.

The 1 TX ' 98 exhi bition is geared towards showcasi ng t he experi ences of
ITinplenentors in transformng ideas into innovative solutions and
applications containing |ocal content.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who is al o the chairnman
of the National IT Council, is expected to deliver the keynote address for
the conference and tour the exhibition on April 21

The four-day event, to be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, is
organi sed by NI TC and the Associ ati on of the Conputer |Industry Ml aysi a
(Pikom), with the NewStraits Tinmes, Berita Harian, Conputines, Berita
Konputer and Sin Chew Jit Poh as the official nmedia.

The event is co-organi sed by M nos, Manpu, Tel ekom Mal aysi a, the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation and Uni - Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd, the
comercial outfit of Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysi a.

Those interested can call 03-9660255 or 03-2920297 or e-nail
| kmun@opl8. jaring.ny or noll y@i kom org. my for i nformati on.
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