07/ 08/ 1998

Move to tap African supplies

THE Agriculture Mnistry is looking into the possibility of tapping the
opportunities of the food production sectors incertain African countries
to suppl ement | ocal demand for food in the country.

Its minister, Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, said the ministry is studying
the the planto directly inport raw food products such as cashewnuts and
corn for local processing to reduce the cost instead of inporting it from
secondary exporters.

The nove follows the recent visit by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to sone African countries. During the visit, Dr Mahathir
had proposed that Mal aysia inports nore fromthese African countries to
address the i mbal ance i n the bal ance of paynents.

Dr Sul ai man was speaki ng at the Nati onal Farners, Breeders and Fi shermen
Day cel ebrati ons and Conventi on 1998 in Petal i ng Jaya yesterday.

He said the nministry has directed the Federal Agricultural Marketing
Aut hority (Fama) to study the possibility of inporting cashewnuts from
Mbzanbi que as its quality is good.

Fama chai r man Dat uk Badruddi n Ami ruddi n has i nformed t he m ni ster that
the agency will identify the supplier of cashewnuts i n Mbzanbi que.

Besi des di scussing the matter with Mozanbi que Agricul ture Departnent, he
said, Fama will al so check the quality of the products and the consi stency
of its supply. The agency will al so reviewthe proposal with | ocal
i mporters.
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