14/ 12/ 1998

Movement " voicing sentinments of public!

ACTI NG Umo Yout h head Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Hussei n sai d t he novenent was
only voicing the sentinents of the public when it tabled the emergency
resolution at yesterday's extraordi nary general neeting.

He sai d the novement, through its vari ous canpai gns agai nst foreign
interferenceinthe internal affairs of the country, had been a channe
for Mal aysi ans to voice their concerns and sentinments.

"Today marked the nmost inmportant part of our canpaign as the whole party
has recogni sed the youth wing's effort,” he told reporters after the
concl usi on of the one-day neeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

He said the neeting had enphasi sed the need for nenbers to go back to
the basics of the party struggle and strengthen unity and stability.

Hi shammuddi n sai d party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had
summed up this need in his w nding-up speech at the end of the neeting.

"What | gather fromhis speech is that we nust get back to basics.

"We have been through so much in the last fewnonths and to get into a
hal | where we realise that we are just one famly with a single struggle
is very touching, especially for a young | eader |ike ne.

"It takes this sort of realisation to get us together and | ook at the
bi gger picture which is the unity and stability of the party."

However, he hoped that suggestions made during the nmeeting were not nere
rhetoric but would be translated i nto sonething nore "sincere" as the
threat to the country's independence was real

Asked i f the anendnents passed at the neeting were due to t he weakeni ng
of denocracy in the party, H shamuddi n said this was not so.

"I think it is a process that the country is going through frombeing an
agrarian state to an industrial and devel oped nation. W have our Vision
2020 and we wi Il go through several phases.

"Not that denocracy has eroded in the past but tinmes change and the
party nust evolve with the changing tines," he said, adding that the party
was still relevant today.

"Those calling for reformasi have no wind to sail on because we have
been changi ng and noving with the times.

On the issue of contest of deputy president which was not raised in the
neeting, H shammuddi n said that the well-being of the party was the
par anount issue

"Tal k of a deputy (president) is neaningless if we cannot deal with the
i ssue of unity and rel evancy of the party,” he said.
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