13/ 02/ 1998
MSC gi ven t hunmbs up by advisers (HL)

Badrul Hi sham Mahzan; Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - International advisers to the Miultimedi a Super
Corridor today expressed confidence i n the Mal aysi an econony and r enewed
their endorsement of the MSC

They said they were very inpressed with the facilities at the MSC, the
| ocal capabilities, and enthusiasmand flexibility of the parties
i nvol ved.

Speaki ng at a joint Press conference with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad after the second neeting of the International Advisory
Panel, the advisers said the high attendance at a ti ne of economc
probl ems i s proof of their confidence.

Bob Bi shop of Silicon G aphics Wrld Trade Corporation said:

"The MSC can be the catalyst to pull Ml aysia and, possibly the region,
out of the econonic problens."”

Referring to the problems, JimManzi, a private technol ogy i nvestor
said "Malaysia is a very different story".

A few of the advisers detailed their investnents in the MSC, |ike Lucent
Technol ogies Inc's Ben J. M Verwaayen, who sai d the conpany's comni t nent
was worth "far above US$100 million (about RM370 million)".

Led by Dr Mahathir, the advisers started the day at 8amin the pal m
ringed Cyberjaya Transit O fice Conpl ex.

Enmergi ng afterwards, Dr Mahat hir whose commit nent and know edge of
I nformati on Technol ogy won al |l -round prai se, said the discussi ons had been
mut ual Iy benefi ci al

He said that with work a year ahead of schedule, "thereis really no
reason” why the MSC shoul d be post poned.

"If thereis an inpact at all, it has been accelerated."

The advi sers al so rai sed concern over restrictions, the need for a
safety net for MSC conpani es which night fail, and availability of
know edge workers

In this respect, sone of the advisers said they were i npressed with the
capabilities of | ocal conpani es. Al ex Hass of Sienens N xdorf Information
Systens, said software devel oped by Mal aysi ans were bei ng sold to European
cust omer s.

Hass said he travelled here by | and fromBangkok "to get the feel" on
whet her the MSC coul d be i ntegrated i nto t he Mal aysi an econony, and cane
away convi nced that it coul d.

The advi sers al so saw a deepening of the entrepreneurship cultureinthe
country, and a well-planned and fl exi bl e programe for the MSC, and
expressed their admiration for the | eadership's commtnent to IT.

On this, Alex Sozonoff, vice-president and general nanager of marketing
and operations of Hew ett-Packard Conpany, said, "|I have real admration
for Dr Mahathir .. | can't think of any other statesnman wi th such energy
and passion."

The nenbers were briefed on the progress of the MSC by Mil ti nmedi a
Devel opnent Corporation's executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hnan Yeop
Abdul I ah.

Four conpani es whi ch had done well in the field of nultinedi a al so nade
presentations to the advisers.

The | AP menbers al so made two suggestions - the need for consistency in
government policy and tol erance for fail ure when conpani es do not do wel | .

The first nmeeting of the | AP was held at Stanford University in



California in January | ast year.
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