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MSC PROGRESSES AHEAD OF TARGET

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Dato Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) has progressed beyond
expectati ons and ahead of target in ternms of investnent and devel opnent.

There are currently 175 MSC status conpanies with investnents totalling
over RMB billion from 242 applications. Currently 109 conpanies are in
operation.

He said the target has exceeded since the MSC was expected to have 200
conpani es by the year 2000.

Chairing a neeting of the National Information Technol ogy Counci l
(NITC) here, he said the council had today discussed the future of the
country in the information technol ogy era.

Dr Mahathir also said that NITC had presented its first termreport
today apart from studying the formation of five comittees on e-conmunity,
e-public services, e-learning, e-econony and e-sovereignty.

At the same time, he naned the new council line-up for 1998-2001
conprising 25 nenbers fromthe various sectors of the country.

The Prime Mnister as well as Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen,
president of MMOS Bhd, will remain as chairman and secretary of the NITC
respectively.

O her council nenbers are Chief Secretary to the governnment Tan Sri
Abdul HalimAli, group editor of New Straits Tine Press Datuk Abdul Kadir
Jasin, president of NeuroNet (M Sdn Bhd Al -Ishsal |shak, chairnman of
Putrajaya Corporation Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abidin.

O hers include chief executive officer (CEQ of H techniaga Sdn Bhd
Cheong Yuk Wi, CEO Konpl eks Metrowangsa Sdn Bhd Dr Ghazali Atan, president
of Federation of Mal aysi an Consunmers Association (FOMCA) Prof Handan Adnan,
chairman of National Institute of Qccupational Safety and Health Datuk Lee
Lam Thye.

Al so involved are Mnister of Energy, Tel ecomunications & Posts Datuk
Leo Moggie, director Third World Network Martin Khor, CEO of Shell WMalaysia
Ltd Datuk Megat Zaharuddi n Mohd Noor, chairman Securities Conm ssion Datuk
Dr Mohd Munir Abdul Majid, Mnister of Education Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun
Razak.

Also in the line-up are vice-chancellor Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak
Prof Datuk Dr Mohd Zawawi Ismail, Mnister of Finance 11 Datuk Mistapha
Mohamed, executive chairman of Institute of Strategic and I nternational
Studies (ISIS) Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Mohd Sopi ee.

O hers include science adviser to the government, Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul
Rahman, executive chairman of Miltinmedi a Devel opment Corporation Tan Sri
O hman Yeop Abdul |l ah, Mnister of International Trade and |Industry Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz, chairman of Persatuan Industri Komputer Ml aysia (Pl KOV
Shai f ul bahri m Sal eh.

Also in the line-up, dean Fakulti Sains Kenasyarakatan & Kemanusi aan,
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia Prof Dr Shamsul Anri Baharuddin,

vi ce-chai rman National Council of Wnen O ganisations Prof Datin Dr
Shari fah Hapsah Shahabudi n and CEO of Sout hern Bank Bhd Datuk Tan Teong
Hean.

Meanwhi | e, NI TC permanent secretary Tengku Azzman said in the report
that the NITC s approach to I T devel opnent in Mal aysia is based on the
hypot hesis that this country has sonme rather special features that wll
allowits people to cone up with new sol utions.



He said the governnent enphasized on tel ecomunications infrastructure
capabl e of supporting nultinedia applications, having issued |licences to
enabl e the setting up of digital satellite comunications, fibre optic
connections, coaxial submarine cables, mcrowave transm ssion systens and
br oadband t echnol ogy.

Al ready RM20.3 billion has been invested in building this
communi cati ons "backbone” with a further investnent of RV24.5 billion
expected over the next five years to facilitate the nmass application of IT
nati onw de, he added.

However, in Malaysia, Tengku Azzman said the indigenous supply of world
class software is virtually non-existent, leading to a |ack of confidence
in local software products.

VWi | e Mal aysi ans do not | ack ideas nor the ability to turn ideas into
reality, the country does not currently provide a fertile enough
environnent to grow these ideas.

The | ack of seed investnment, the relatively small donestic market,
unskill ed technol ogy managenent and a distinct preference for foreign
products and services, he said, is inhibiting the gromh of an indigenous
I T industry.

But then, Malaysia's journey to the Information Age will create many
opportunities for innovative Ml aysian I T products and services for hone
consunption and export.

Mal aysi a, Tengku Azzman added, has unique features in terns of its
cultural and ethnic diversity, and we can use technol ogi es, know edge and
skills of the Information Age to cone up with Asian-rel evant sol utions. --
BERNANA
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