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MSC progressing well, is ahead of schedule: Dr M

Kamarul Yunus; Wendy Lim

THE devel oprment of Multi nedi a Super Corridor (MSC) is show ng good
progress and i s a year ahead of schedule, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d.

"The progress is good... the timng for conpletion is also good.
Actually, it is a year ahead of the planning as the project began earlier
t han schedul ed and wi || finishearly," he told newsmen after visitingthe
Mul ti media University construction site in Cyberjaya, an intelligent city
| ocated within the MSC, yesterday.

However, he did not dismiss the fact that the MSC project is slightly
af fected by the current econom c problens in the country.

"It (econonic problens) does affect alittle bit... but I think we can
overcone the situation," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mul timedi a Devel opment Corp executive chairman Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdul | ah sai d about 40 per cent of the | ocal conpani es which
applied for the MSC-status are fromthe small- and medi um si zed i ndustries
(SMs).

"We will continue to encourage the SMs to participate in the MSC and
based on our recent roadshowin Kual a Lumpur and Penang t he response has
been positive," he added.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing of five agreenments with
i nvestnments close to RM billion between Cybervi ew Sdn Bhd and t hree ot her
conpani es - Tel ekom Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd, PNB Property Managenent Sdn Bhd and
a joint venture conpany, Seseni-Tenaga SPL Sdn Bhd.

Tel ekom Mal aysi a al one signed three agreenents with Cyberview. The first
is for the devel opment of RML billion tel ecomunicationinfrastructure
project within the Cyberjaya Fl agshi p Devel opment Zone.

Under the agreenent, Tel ekom Ml aysia will be given exclusive rights to
design, plan, install, inplenent, operate and nmaintain tel ecomruni cation
i nfrastructure i ncludi ng custoner access networKk.

The second and third agreenments were for the sal e and purchase of | and
for use in the devel opnent of the Multinedia University and Tel ekom
Conpl ex. The purchase price was at RML33.84 mi|lion.

O hrman, who i s al so Cyberview s chairman, signed the three agreenents on
behal f of Cyberview, while Tel ekomMal aysi a was represented by its chief
executive officer Datuk Mohanmed Sai d Mohaned.

The fourth agreement was bet ween Cybervi ew and PNB Property Managenent
Sdn Bhd for the sal e and purchase of 8.6ha priced at RM34 mi|lion for
future devel oprent.

The fifth agreement will see an i nvestnent of RMBOO million spread over
10 years for the devel opnment of commercial district cooling systemw thin
t he Cyberjaya Fl agship Zone. It also formalised the joint-venture
agr eenment between Seseni Energy Services Sdn Bhd (Seseni) and Tenaga SPL
Sdn Bhd.

Seseni - Tenaga SPL, the joint venture conmpany, has been granted the
authority by Cyberviewto plan, design, construct, own and operate the
district cooling systemfor the entire zone.

Later, speaking to newsnmen, Tenaga SPL's chi ef executive officer
Shaharel Shafiel said the company will build two central district cooling
plants to sell chilled water for conpani es operating within the zone.

The first phase of the project, costing about RMLO million, is expected
to commence this nonth, pending approval fromthe [ ocal authorities.
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