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Mal aysi a an evol vi ng soci ety
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THE ol d Mal ay sayi ng sekali air bah, sekali pasir berubah conpares lifeto
the flow of the river.

Each time the river overflows its banks and floods its surroundi ngs, it
reshapes its banks and alters its direction.

This reflects the way the Mal ay soci ety adapts to changes and new
experi ences.

The nore profound the experience, the greater the change.

Wen the British proposed the formati on of the Mal ayan Union in 1946
that woul d reduce the power of the Mal ay Rul ers, the Mal ays revolted,
national i smwas gi ven a boost and Umo was born

The Mal ays, and | ater Mal aysi ans, are practical people. W know t hat
only individuals, comunities and nati ons which are abl e to reshape and
rei nvent thenselves will survive

Qurs is a fine exanple of a nation that is constantly and conti nuously
reinventing itself. W are what we are today because we are willingto
adapt to changes.

But we do not change for the sake of change or because Al bert Gore Jr
said we nust change. We change in order to give a better life to our
peopl e.

And we are abl e to change, and nostly for the better, because we have a
wor kabl e political system

Backed by a well-crafted institutional franmework, we have been able to
carry out even the nost difficult and unconventi onal changes.

Qur popul arly el ected Governnent is supported by civilised, caring and
| aw abi ding citizens who do not take to the streets to sol ve probl ens.

And when they do, it is always in a | egal and peaceful manner.

Those who took to the streets illegally or resorted to viol ent nmeans had
never won.

They caused death and destruction, and in tine net their own dem se for
want of support fromthe silent majority.

The Mal ayan Conmuni st Party tried it for 41 years. In 1989, it admtted
defeat, laid down arns and accept ed peace.

Its front organisations, includinglegallyinstituted political parties,
took to the streets inthe fifties and sixties to fonent viol ence and
civil disobedience.

They even paraded their dead through the streets of Kual a Lunmpur and
provoked cl ashes with police in the hope of attracting public support and
synpat hy.

They were rejected at the ballot. Sonme di ed a natural death while others
were shunted to the periphery of society. The Labour Party and Part ai
Sosi al i s Rakyat Mal aysi a were anong t hem

Inthe early seventies, university students, aping the anti-Vi et nam War
novenent in American university canpuses, organi sed their own anti -

Gover nnment protests.

Many of the protesters and their | eaders were in fact Mal ays who woul d
not have tasted university education had it not been for the New Econonic
Pol i cy quota.

The NEP i tsel f was wi dely condemmed at hone and abroad for its all eged
di scrimnatory practices.

Yet today, the core of the Malaysian niddle class, whether they are
Mal ays, Chi nese, Indians, |bans or Kadazans, is nade up of peopl e who grew



up during the 20-year |ifespan of the policy.

Had our |eaders, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i ncl uded,
deci ded that being popular with the Iiberal Wst was nore i nmportant than
the distribution of wealth, Kual a Lunmpur coul d have been |i ke Jakart a.
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