17 DEC 1998
Zai nal - Wages
MIuC HOPEFUL OF M NI MUM WAGE SCHEME UPON ECONOM C RECOVERY

KUALA TERENGGANU, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on
Congress (MIUC) is hopeful that the government will introduce a m ninmm
wage schenme for all enploynent sectors in the country after the econony
recovered

Its president Senator Zainal Ranpak said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, in a neeting with the union | ast August, had assured that
t he proposed schene could be introduced once the economy had fully
recovered to protect workers' interests and help them cope with the soaring
living costs.

"In fact, Dr Mahathir hinself suggested a m ninumsalary of RML, 200 but
said the schenme cannot be inplenmented now due to the econom ¢ downturn,” he
told reporters after opening the Third Peninsul ar Ml aysia National Health
Assi stants' Uni on annual general neeting here today.

The MIuUC had since two years ago proposed to the governnent to fix a
m ni mum sal ary of RMB00 for Mal aysi an workers.

M ni mum wage schenmes had | ong been inplenented in devel oped countries
like in the United States, Europe and Japan. The wages di ffered according
to the sectors.

Zainal also said it was acknow edged at an International Labour
Organi sation (I1LO conference on job expertise in Bangkok recently that
Mal aysia's skills training was of a higher standard than in India,

Paki stan, Sri Lanka and other Asia-Pacific countries.

He said the conference al so recogni sed that Ml aysia's education
standard had attained a cormendabl e I evel and in fact, was accepted as
anong the best in the Asia-Pacific region along with Japan

He urged the governnment to set up nore skills training institutes to
train nore skilled personnel to neet the demand of the country's
rapi dly-growi ng i ndustrial sector.

- - BERNAMA

SBS TS



	MTUC HOPEFUL OF MINIMUM WAGE SCHEME UPON ECONOMIC RECOVERY (Bernama 17/12/1998)

