10/ 08/ 1998

MIUC gi ves backing on Cl1Qissue

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress said today it
fully supports the Governnent deci sion on the Tanj ong Pagar i ssue and
call ed on Singapore to respect Ml aysia's rights.

Its president Zai nal Ranpak said the Singapore authorities should have
been nore sensitive before they decided to shift the Custons, I nmgration
and Quarantine (C1Q fromTanjong Pagar to Wodl ands.

In a unilateral nmove on Aug 1, Singapore shifted its C Q checkpoint for
train services to Wodl ands from Tanj ong Pagar.

Mal aysi a has naintained its facilities at the Tanjong Pagar rail way
station.

"The republic nust respect Ml aysia as a good nei ghbour as the latter
has done with regard to stationing Singapore officials at several
desi gnated water treatnment plants, for the use of the |ighthouse at Pul au
Batu Putih and water supply," he said, addi ng that MIUC was very perturbed
over the issue.

Zai nal said the Singapore authorities should al so respect the |and | ease
of 999 years to Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu Bhd.

He al so reni nded the Singapore authorities to return the Central
Provi dent Fund noni es whi ch were contri buted by Mal aysi an workers i f they
had already | eft the republic.

"MrUC cannot understand why Singapore only allows those from Sabah and
Sarawak to wi thdraw their CPF and di scrim nates agai nst those from
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a, " he added.

Zai nal said as the Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund Act had recently been
amended to all ow Si ngaporeans to withdraw their EPF if they decided to
| eave Mal aysi a, he asked: "I see no reason why the Si ngapore Gover nment
cannot do the sane to all ow Mal aysians to withdraw their CPF."

He added t hat Si ngapore should do so, without the Ml aysi an Gover nnent
having to tell them

I n Johor Baru, the Johor Indian Busi ness Associ ation pl edged undi vi ded
support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's firmstand on
t he Tanj ong Pagar issue.

Its vice-president R Raj kumar said the i ssue was rai sed by Singapore,
adding "the ball is nowin the republic's court™.

In astatenment issued today, Raj kumar said: "In the absence of a formal
agreement, it is wong ontheir part toinsist onthe shift to Wodl ands.

"Their action certainly speaks of arrogance. So nuch hurt and confusion
have been aroused because of their action.™”

( END)
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