11 JUL 1998

MIUC SUPPORTS PM S CALL TO FREI GHT FORWARDI NG FI RMS

KUALA LUWPUR, July 11 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MITUC) fully supports Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s cal |
to freight forwarding firns to use |ocal ports for export and inport of
goods as such a nove wi I | hel p i ncrease busi ness activities in Ml aysi an
ports.

Its president, Zainal Ranpak said today the country had been able to
achi eve an external trade surplus of RML6.3 billion for the first half this
year due to i ncreased exports and significant reductionininports, as part
of the governnent's austerity drive.

The country woul d be able to better manage t he econom ¢ downturn if
there coul d be further reductions in the outfl ow of forei gn exchange by
freight forwarders using |l ocal ports to ship out or shipintheir goods, he
said in a statenent issued here.

"Mal aysi a has a nunber of well established ports -- Port Kl ang, Pasir
Gudang, Kuantan, Pul au Pinang and Bintulu -- and we see no valid reason as
to why freight forwarding firns are avoiding or sinply refusing to use our
very own port facilities," he said.

He al so said an i ncrease in donestic port usage would create nore job
opportunities for | ocal workers, thus enabling themto earn better wages.

"The spin-off effects of these related activities will generate the
grow h of nore suppl ementary i ndustries and rel at ed downstreamservi ces, "
he said.

Zainal said it would contribute towards reviving econonic activities
and create nore jobs by encouragi ng greater production, purchase and
consunpti on of goods and servi ces.
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