19 AUG 1998
Tax- Reacti on
MIUC, CUEPACS LAUD MOVE NOT TO RAI SE TAXES

KUALA LUWMPUR, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MrUC) and Cuepacs whi ch together represent nore than 1.4 million workers
inthe private and public sectors have wel coned t he governnment's deci si on
not to raise taxes in the 1999 Nati onal Budget.

MTUC pr esi dent Zai nal Ranpak sai d today the appropriate nove was based
on the governnment's w sh not to burden the people.

"This is a wi se decision especially when we are grappling with the
current economc turmoil," he said when contacted by Bernana.

Yesterday Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said the
governnent had no plans to raise taxes in the 1999 National Budget to be
tabled in the Dewan Rakyat this Cctober.

Dr Mahat hir had said i ncreasi ng taxes during the current economc
crisis would only only burden the peopl e.

Zai nal said the MIUC woul d submt to the government soon a set of
proposal s for consideration in next year's budget.

Anong matters to be i ncluded were the urgent need to construct nore
| ow cost houses and nmi ntai ni ng the public health and educati on services at
the affordabl e | evel.

"W al so hope there will be no hike in water, electricity and sewerage
service tariffs," he added.

Cuepacs secretary-general N. Siva Subramani amsai d t he deci sion
refl ected the governnent's sentivity to problens faced by the peopl e even
t hough sone ot her countries crippled by the econonic crisis had resorted to
rai sing taxes.

He said Cuepacs would subnmit its views and proposals for the 1999
Nati onal Budget within the next tw weeks.

"We will stress the i nportance of protecting the workers' interest in
government's efforts to revive the econony,” he said.
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