31/ 05/ 1998

Muhammad' s case to be di scussed

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Umo suprenme council which neets on June 8, will
di scuss the position of Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhanmad Tai b as a vi ce- presi dent
of the party and his eligibility to contest in next year's council

el ections.

This foll ows Muhamuad' s acquittal yesterday on two charges of falsely
decl aring the noney he took into Australia in Decenber 1996 and failing to
declare nore than AS$1.2 million (RVM2.9 mi|lion) when he left the country.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d t oday si nce Muhanmmad
went on | eave as a vice-president follow ng a decision by the council, the
matter woul d have to be referred to the council now.

The counci| deci ded on May 10 | ast year that Muhamad woul d cease to
function as Umo vice-president and woul d not be involved in the
activities of the council pending the outconme of his court case.

Today, the Prine Mnister, after opening the 45th MCA general assenbly
at Wsma MCA here, was al so asked whet her Muhammad woul d be ordered to
decl are his assets.

Dr Mahathir said: "By right as Menteri Besar (then), he nust declare his
assets to ne."

Asked whet her he was surprised by the extent of Muhammad's weal th and
whet her Muhamad had decl ared his assets to him Dr Mahathir said: "I
think I will not answer it now. Let the suprene council neet first, after
which | will give my answer."

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas al so asked to commrent
on Muhanmad' s position. Anwar, who just canme back froma working visit to
New Yor k and London, sai d Muhanmad' s position woul d al so be di scussed by
Umo' s managenent and di scipline conmittee.

Speaking to reporters after a meeting with Cormonweal th secretary-
general Chief Emeka Anyaoku and Conmmonweal th Youth M nisters here, Anwar
said the committee's views woul d then be presented to the party president
and the suprene council.

He said the party wel coned the Australian court's deci sion.

In Shah Al am Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan QOmar today said he
was very relieved when he heard that Muhanmad had been acquitted.

He said after 18 nonths waiting for the case to conclude, Muhammuad coul d
now concentrate on his duty as the State Assenbl yman for Batang Kal i .

On Muhammad' s political future, Abu Hassan said that would be up to the
Umo | eadership to decide.

"I amvery thankful that the case has been concl uded and t hat Muhammuad
has been acquitted," he said after opening a sem nar on econom c probl errs
for Governnent servants today.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan Umo deputy liai son chi ef Datuk Annuar Musa t oday
said the verdi ct on Muhammad shoul d be respected by all.

Umo Wanita head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said it woul d support
the supreme council's decision on Muhanmad' s political future.

She sai d since he was found not guilty, he should not be denied his
rights.

"I'f we follow precedents, he should cone back to the (vice-president's)
post ... but it is up to the suprenme council to discuss."

Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob, who i s al so Umo suprene council nenber, said he was grat ef ul
t hat Muhanmad had been acquitted and wel cone Muhammad' s active



participation in Umo.

"It is up to the council to decide whether to accept Mihanmad or not,"
he told reporters after | aunching a senmi nar on the "Rol e of Consumers
during the Econonic Situation”.
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