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Muhanmmad still under ACA probe (HL)

M Jeffri Razali

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Anti-Corruption Agency's investigation of former
Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Taib is still on, ACA
director-general Datuk Shafee Yahaya said today.

He said the agency had conpleted the first part of its investigation
whi ch started t he nonent Muhamrad was detai ned for failing to decl are nore
than A$1.2 million (RVR.95 million) when he |l eft Brisbane I nternationa
Airport on Dec 26, 1996.

"The ACA has been investigating the matter since that day and this
i ncl udes goi ng through all his (Muhanmad' s) accounts and assets to
ascertain the sources of his wealth

"W have conpleted parts of it and have subnitted the i nvestigation
papers to the Attorney-General's Chanber for a further directive before
proceeding with further action.

"We are still investigating the second part of it and once it's
conpleted, we will forward the papers to the A-G s Chanber."

However, Shafee declined to comment on the recomendati ons nade by the
ACA to the A-G s Chanber on the matter so far.

Al t hough he al so declined to el aborate on the two parts of the ACA
i nvestigations, it was reported early | ast year that the agency was
i nvestigati ng Muhammad and his two forner ai des follow ng the discovery of
| arge amounts of cash in Brisbane and Shah Al am

The ACA started the first investigation followi ng a report | odged by Pas
Youth secretary Mahfuz Orar with t he Sel angor ACA i n Shah Al amon Dec 29.

This cane in the wake of an admni ssion by Muhamad t hat t he noney which
he failed to declare at the Brisbane airport while en route to New Zeal and
bel onged to his three brothers - Datuk Raduan, Datuk O hman and Hassan.

The second investigation was connected to the conversion of a 40ha
forest area in Bukit Sungai Putih, Hulu Langat, involving Muhammad' s
former aides.

It was reported that the | and was gazetted as a forest reserve in 1972,
but the State Executive Council took a decision in 1990 to degazette it

The | and was originally part of the Bukit Sungai Putih forest reserve
and had been earmarked for m xed devel opnent after a | ogging | i cence was
given out to a conpany.

It was reported that the ACA would call all parties involved in the
deci sion-making to give their statenments, includi ng Muhammad.

The others were State Forestry Departnent officers and State Executive
Counci |l ors, past and present.

One of the two aides was said to be found with about RML.5 million in
his car when an ACA teamwent to his house in Shah Alamin Decenber 1996.

The ACA commenced i nvestigationinto this case follow ng a report | odged
at the ACA headquarters. The conpl ai nant was not naned.

Yest erday, Muhamad tol d Mal aysi an journalists in Brisbane that he had
decl ared his assets to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
the ACA after he was detained in Australia.

"The ACA checked our accounts and scrutinised the records and it is up
to themwhether to take any action agai nst ne," he said, adding whatever
he told the ACA was consistent with the evidence in court.

The Bri sbane District Court had on Friday, acquitted Mihanmad on two
charges of falsely declaring the noney he took into Australia in Decenber
1996 and failing to declare nore than A$1.2 mllion when he left the



country.

The nmoney was sei zed by the Australian police follow ng his arrest and
was rel eased on Friday.

During his trial, Mihammad told the court that he had used his wife's
name, Puan Sri Asbi Rohani Hasnan, to purchase assets in Australia and New
Zeal and.

Thi s included a plot of |and val ued at A$460, 000 and a A$460, 000
bungal ow at Sovereign | sl and, Gold Coast; a farmin Currajong val ued at
A$3.7 mllion, a NZ$500, 000 house (RML. 05 nillion) and two plots of |and
val ued at about NZ$4 million in New Zeal and.
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