18 DEC 1998
Cour t - Muhammad
MUHAMVAD G VES AWAY LAND | N BUKI T LANCONG TO DRI VER

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- Former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Muhanmmad Haji Muhammad Tai b told the Hi gh Court here today that a piece of
I and in Bukit Lancong has been given away to his driver who is nedically
unfit.

He said the 0.6 ha | and, which he was alleged to have failed to declare
tothe Anti Corruption Agency (ACA), was registered in his wife's nane,
Puan Sri Asbi Rohani Asnan.

He said the | and was given away to Rohmat Kasmawi, 46, in March 1997
for his 11 years of service on the suggestion of his wi fe since Rohmat
could no longer work as a driver after suffering a heart attack

Asked by his counsel, Muhammad Shafee Abdul I ah, if he had been told
about the | and when naki ng a decl aration to the ACA, Muhamad sai d: "Wen
di scussing the assets that need to be declared, Puan Sri did not reni nd ne
about the land".

Asked by Shafee if he still considered the land to be owned by Asb
when the ACA sent a notice on April 17, 1997 for the declaration of assets,
Muhammad said: "Once it is utteredto giveit away as a gift, to us as
Muslims, the | and has becone the property of Rohmat".

Muhammad, 53, making his defence in the second day of his trial, is
all eged to have failed to declare all assets belonging to himand his
fam |y under the Prevention of Corruption Act 1961

He faces a charge of failing to declare each and every fixed and
novabl e assets belonging to him his wife and children as required by the
Publ i ¢ Prosecutor through a notice dated April 10, 1997 under Section 25(1)
(a) of the Prevention of Corruption Act (Act 57).

Muhammad, who was Mentri Besar from1986 to April 1997, was alleged to
have committed the of fence at the headquarters of the ACA in Persiaran Duta
here on May 26, 1997.

He i s charged under Section 25(2) of the Prevention of Corruption Act
(Act 57) whi ch upon conviction carries a maximun jail sentence of one year
or a fine of RM2, 000 or both.

Under cross exam nati on by Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdu
Rahi m Uda on the sale of two pieces of land in Batang Kali to | awyer
Kamar udi n Ahmad, Muhanmad sai d on recei ving a 10 percent downpaynment from
Kamarudi n on March 11, 1997, he had signed a letter giving up his rights to
the | ands and handed over the land titles to Kamarudin.

Asked why he did so when only 10 percent of the total price of
RMA64, 000 had been pai d by Kamarudi n, Muhammad sai d: "Kamarudinis afamly
friend and | was confident he would not run away...| was the Menteri Besar
then and in ny view, he needed ne nore".

When tol d by Abdul Rahimthat he did not declare the assets concerned
on purpose, Mihammad said: "There's no big deal...naking a declaration is
not a big issue nor could it change the overall inmpact of the declaration
of my assets".

"But, as the land in Bukit Lancong and the two pi eces of |and i n Batang
Kal i had been gi ven away and sol d, they were no | onger owned by ne," he
sai d.

Asked about the purchase of two pieces of land in Batang Kali for
RM369, 800 cash, Muhanmad sai d t he purchases were paid for by his brother
Dat uk Raduan, via the issuance of two cheques.

On whet her he had busi ness dealings with his brother in a conpany



cal l ed Dral and Sdn Bhd, Muhammad sai d he had transferred his 51 percent
sharehol ding i n the conpany to his brother when he was appoi nt ed Ment eri
Besar .

He said his 51 percent shareholding in the property devel opnent
conmpany, incorporated in 1984 in Mel aka, was estimated at RMB2 nillion
based on the valuation of its assets al one.

He added he had decl ared the asset to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on March 1, 1991, on Dr Mahathir's advice for all Menteris
Besar to declare their assets.

The court al so heard evi dence fromAsbi who said she had handed over
the land title and signed form14A for the transfer of the | and to her
driver, Rohnat.
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