04/ 10/ 1998
Muhyiddin gets it right first time

Randhi r Si ngh
FOR a man who was a reluctant Sports M nister and even held the viewthat
t he post of was redundant, Tan Sri Muihyi ddi n Yassin has cone a | ong way.

Li steni ng to Mihyiddin, you are convinced that the Cormonweal th Ganes
has transformed his perception and know edge on sports.

"It has been a new experience. Before this | knew not hi ng about | awn
bow s, why weighlifting had cl ean and jerk, and how at hl eti cs can be an
entertaining affair the whol e day," said Mihyiddin, the country's 11th
Sports Mnister.

Muhyi ddi n di scovered how sports blurred t he boundari es of race and creed
to bring the nation together.

"People fromall wal ks of life irrespective of status cheered on
Mal aysi ans. Even when Mal aysi ans featured in races where there were world
cl ass nanes, the fans roared t he | oudest when a Mal aysi an nane was
announced.

"And where have you heard of a victory lap in gymastics? It al
happened here."

The crowd that turned up at the venues astounded him He was amazed how
close to 60,000 fans turned up for the 100mcl ash between Ato Bol don and
Franki e Frederi cks.

"I't was one of the biggest crowds in the world. Indeed, athletics
attracted fairly good turnouts throughout the five days. And peopl e sat
t hrough the entire proceedings."

Muhyi ddi n sai d everywhere he went he coul d see Mal aysi ans expressi ng
their support and felt proud that what was on display was truly a
"Mal aysi an show".

"The nunber of faxes and calls | received fromfriends residing in
various parts of the world sending their congratul ati ons on what they saw
on TV... sonme of them Ml aysi ans expressi ng how proud they were to see the
openi ng cer enony.

"I think it is anple proof that Ml aysia delivered the Ganes."

Muhyi ddi n had a key role in the delivery of the Ganes.

Granted, Sukomwere the organi sers but fewcan deny that it was the
Gover nment who made it work.

It woul d not be an exaggeration to say three nonths before the Ganes,
the Governnment literally "took over the Ganes from Sukoni'.

Bet ween Muhyi ddin and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad t hey
brought Mal aysians to their feet.

They got themexcited, drunmed up sufficient support and powered a
hi ghly charged publicity drive days before the start of the Ganmes.

Muhyi ddi n' s nati onwi de road-show created i nterest and generated
overwhel m ng response fromSt at e Gover nnents, Gover nnment agenci es, Menbers
of Parliament and private corporations towards the sale of tickets.

Few can forget how Sports Mnistry Parliamentary secretary Dat uk
Shari zat Abdul Jalil's Bangsar Show got the adrenalin of the city folk
f1 ow ng.

Not only was it a success in terns of attendance but al so the RM
mllion raised to buy tickets for schools, the |l ess fortunate and old
fol ks' honmes.

But it was the "education" received by Mihyi ddi n that augurs well for
t he sport.

Appoi nted as M nister in 1995, Mihyiddin's enthusi asmshows and he seens



eager to go further.

He tal ks of schools, |ong termdevel opnent and t he 2008 A ynpi cs.

"It is inmperative that we go down to schools. It is vital we have a
| ong-termdevel opment programe. But this nust only be for sel ected
sports. W have to study the sports that can deliver nedals.

"It is not discrimnation but areality of life. In sone sports we
sinply cannot be the | eaders.”

Muhyi ddin said it was i nportant that Mal aysia ride on the success of the
Ganes and use it to usher in a new chapter in sport.

"We nust not allowit to go to waste. In all spheres of sports - be it
coachi ng, training, marketing, organisation - the Games has broken new
ground.

"The Governnent will use it as a | aunching pad to push sports to a
hi gher pl at eau. "

On a parting note, although Mihyiddin could not speak at |ength about
the RMBOO million 10-year training programe for the 2008 A ynpics, but
prom sed:

"We wi |l announce the details soon."
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