06/ 05/ 1998
Muhyi ddi n: PMwants nore Ml aysi ans i nvol ved

Randhi r Si ngh

THE Conmonweal t h Ganes Counci| have directed the Sports M nistry and Sukom
Ni nety Ei ght to get wi der participation of Mal aysi ans in the Kual a Lunpur
Ganes on Sept 11-21.

Sports M nister Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin said in Kual a Lunmpur yest erday
that the Council, chaired by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, want Mal aysi ans fromdifferent wal ks of [ife to be involvedin
the Ganes.

"The feeling of wanting to be involved is not there. Awareness of the
Ganes i s high but Mal aysi ans are not excited about it," said Muhyi ddin.

Muhyi ddi n sai d one i ndication of the | ukewarmresponse lies with ticket
sal es of 70, 000.

"We still have 1.2 milllion tickets yet to be sold. W want Ml aysi ans
to snap these tickets."

He said Ticketing Express, the conpany handling the sal es, need to be
nore aggressive in their sales as he is worried the peopl e nmight be
sati sfied watching the Ganes on tel evision and not |ive at the stadi uns.

Muhyi ddi n said he had i nforned t he Council on the Mnistry's progranmes
at State and district levels, whichincluded publicrallies, distribution
of posters and buntings, the display of flags in buil dings and shops, and
art and decoration conpetitions.

Muhyi ddin said Dr Mahathir has directed all comrittees to intensify
their efforts so that all aspects were carefully arranged i n vi ew of the
short tine and he hoped there woul d be no maj or probl ens.

"He wants cl ose cooperation anong the various authorities, not only the
organi sations but also the people and the nedia to nake the Ganes a
success, " he said.

He said the Prime Mnister al so wants cl eanliness at all venues and
public places to be inproved to saf eguard the country's i nage

Muhyi ddi n said the nmeeting focussed on four issues - publicity and
communi cati ons, openi ng and cl osi ng cerenonies, thetraffic systemand the
public transport system

He said the opening will be split into two with a pre-show, a break for
Miuslins to performtheir magrib prayers and the mai n show.

Meanwhi | e an I nternati onal A ynpic Council (10C) official is carrying
out afinal tests at the Universiti Sains Mal aysia (USM Dopi ng Centre in
Penang.

The centre is expected to get accreditation at the end of this nonth.

( END)



	Muhyiddin: PM wants more Malaysians involved (NST 06/05/1998)

