08/ 06/ 1998

Murdoch neets Dr M Anwar during stopover

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Medi a baron Rupert Mirdoch who flewin for a short
visit today held talks with Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

The chairman of News Corp - a global film publishing and tel evision
group - saying he "was just passsing through” also visited the Astro
station in Sungei Besi. Astro has a coll aboration with Mirdoch's Hong
Kong- based Star channel

Met at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang before his departure
to China, Murdoch said he did not discuss anyt hing about his business
interest or the region's econom c problens with Dr Mahat hir and Anwar.

"l was just passing through. We tal ked on world affairs," he said.

Asked whet her his visit could be a prelude to hi macquiring stakes in
| ocal comnpani es to expand his nedia enpire, hereiterated that this was
not the case.

Present at the airport to see himoff was Tan Sri T. Ananda Kri shnan
head of Measat Broadcasting Sdn Bhd which runs Astro. He said Murdoch was
very hel pful and supportive of Ml aysi a.

"He (Murdoch) says Mal aysia is a wonderful place to do busi ness and
i nvest."

He added that Murdoch al so expressed his confidence in the country's
econony, adding that it would recover fromthe existing downturn. However,
Ananda sai d Murdoch did not indicate if he was interested to i nvest here.
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