24/ 05/ 1998

Miruts want post in State Cabinet

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Murut community shoul d be represented in the
St at e Cabi net shoul d there be a reshuffl e when Parti Denokratik Sabah
president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok takes over as Chief Mnister on Thursday.

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah president Datuk Joseph Kurup, who nmade the
call, said today t he PBRS suprene council| had di scussed the matter and
felt that the Murut community shoul d be represented in the State Cabinet.

"Since the new Chief Mnister is fromthe Kadazandusun conmunity, the
community is therefore well represented. Therefore, PBRS feel s t he Murut
communi ty shoul d al so be represented in the State Cabinet," he told a
Press conference at his office.

Kurup said the party had di scussed whet her he or PBRS vice-president
Dat uk Adi b Si goh should represent the party in the Cabinet in the wake of
a reshuffle.

He al so wel coned Donpok' s appoi ntrent as t he new Chi ef M nister who will
repl ace Dat uk Yong Teck Lee under the rotation systeminplenmented i n Sabah
in 1994.

"The PBRS suprene council has made a stand to support whoever becones
the Chief Mnister. |I congratul ate Donpok on hi s appoi ntrent," he said.

Kurup, who is Deputy Chief Mnister, said he was well prepared for Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s deci sion in sel ecting the Chief
M nister to represent the non-MislimBum putera community.

"I ameven nore happy now that the Kadazandusun community i s being given
the opportunity to | ead the Barisan Nasional Governnent in Sabah."
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