07/ 07/ 1998
Musl i ms have thensel ves to bl ame (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh; Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said today that if
Muslins currently felt they were being oppressed, scorned and subj ugat ed,
directly or indirectly, it was because they did not nake |Islama way of
life.

"Qur situation nowis very different fromthat of Muslins in the earlier
centuries where they were so successful as to control the world not only
physically but also nentally,” the Prinme M nister said when | aunchi ng
Maul i dur Rasul to mark Prophet Muhammad' s birthday at Pusat Islamthis
nor ni ng.

The Prinme Mnister saidif Miuslins did not practise an | sl am ¢ way of
life as a whole but Iimtedit tocertain matters only, they coul d not
achi eve happi ness as woul d Muslins who took |Islamas addin or way of |ife.

"It is clear that the Islanmc way of |ife can bring happiness toits
foll owers. This is what we shoul d renenber when we observe Maul i dur
Rasul ," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were some peopl e who said Muslins woul d have a
happy life if they i ncreased observance of certain rituals.

"They say these rituals will ensure us a place in the hereafter, though
not inthe world. The world is for other people. The hereafter is for us.
So, consider worldly efforts as secular and un-Islanic and reject them
all," he said.

Dr Mahathir said |slamas taught by Prophet Muhammad was not limted to
just rituals for that woul d have neant |slamcoul d not be nade a way of
life.

"I's it enough if Mislinms only knew of taking part inrituals only and
finishing their tine oncertainrituals? Wuld their Iives be conplete if
they did not know howto plant, rear aninmals, fish and produce food on a
| arge scale for nmillions of Muslins?

"Don't Muslins have to command and devel op know edge of health and
medi ci ne? Don't Muslins have to have command of all know edge whi ch can
save and defend Muslins and | sl am ¢ nations?" he asked.

Dr Mahat hir said the Quran repeatedly spoke about the environnent,
hills, skies and rains that nade the earth fertile but | earned Muslim
schol ars sel domexpl ai ned these matters as i f anong I sl anic teachings in
the Quran there were those which were i nportant and ot hers that coul d be
put asi de.

"There i s no enphasis put on these matters as on those about Islamc
| aws, the question of sex and wonen and ot hers, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said today Muslins no longer ledinthe field of know edge
and nmany ot her abilities and were weak and unabl e to protect thensel ves.

"Today, Muslims are split to the point of warring anong t hensel ves and
havi ng t he enemni es of Islamfight other Muslins. Hal f of Muslins' doings
inthis era are no different fromthat of the pre-lslamJahiliah clan," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the clearest result of an Islamc way of |life were the
changes t hat happened to the Arab Jahiliah cl an.

He said frombeing a clan that possessed a primtive culture, killedits
own chil dren, had many wi ves and concubi nes, were obsessed wi th pal aces
and fighting each other, wal |l owed i n adul ati on and possessed cruel
characteristics, the Jahiliah became Muslins who were highly civilised,
know edgeabl e and created the worl d' s bi ggest enpire.



Dr Mahat hir al so sai d observing Maul i dur Rasul was meani ngless if the
day was not used to ponder the situation of Mislinms in Bosnia, Kosovo,
Iran, Iraq and several Asian and African countries where Mislinms were
being ill-treated, killed, hurt and evicted fromtheir territories.

"Islamteaches us to be brave when faci ng hardshi ps and trouble. Not all
anbi ti ons and dreans can be realised in the blink of an eye, but efforts
and resol ve nust be continued until there is success.”

He said the present econom c situation had taught Muslins the need to be
cal ner and act positively.

"W are grateful that the econom c problens are not as bad as in other
countries where there areriots, wars, natural disasters and the |ike. At
|l east the difficulties we face noww || nake us realise the greatness of
Al lah and to pray to himto restore everything to normal,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He called on Muslins to use the celebration to increase efforts to
overcone all problens.lt was the responsibility of all Muslins to pray and
avoi d negative attitudes.

"What is nore inportant is we use the opportunity to continue el evating
our creativity to advance our religion, race and country," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

The Prime M nister later presented prizes to this year's national-Ievel
Maul i dur Rasul wi nners.

( END)
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