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ASthe first attenpt to benchrmark the state of innovation, research and
devel opnent in science and technology inthe Misli mworld, the Institute
of Islam c Understanding Mal aysia is teaming up with the Langkaw
Acconmodation for Visiting Academ cs to organi se the Langkawi
International |Islamc Science and Technol ogy Exhi bi ti on and Conf erence
1998.

The five-day Listec '98 will be opened by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. The Prime M nister is expected to deliver a keynote address
entitled "Sci ence and Technol ogy and t he Busi ness Comuni ti es: Towar ds
G obal Networ ki ng and Part nershi p"

The conference ains to gather Miuslimand non-Mslimscientists and
busi nessnen to di scuss the possibility of establishing Snart partnerships.
The exhibition will showcase | ocal and foreign products and initiatives in
the fields of science and technol ogy. Participants may al so be able to
link up with prospective enployers via a career opportunity service.

During the I aunching of Listec '98 pronotion recently, Dr Mahathir
expressed hope that the event would revitalise the interest of Muslins in
sci ence, and encourage themto work with non-Mislins in research
devel opment and commerci al i sati on of new products.

The Muslimworl d certainly has the potential to excel in science again.
The | ogi stics | ook quite encouraging. Wth a popul ati on of one billion,
the Musli mworld covers a | and area equivalent to a quarter of the
habi t abl e worl d. Under or nearby parts of this | and, 50 per cent of the
worl d' s crude oil reserves and a | arge percentage of its minerals and
basic raw materials, are | ocated.

However, the total gross national product of Miuslimcountries is |ess
than five per cent of the world s GNP. Only four countries qualify as
hi gh-i ncone countries, even then by virtue of being nmajor oil producers.
Most Muslimcountries have allocated | ess than 0.5 per cent of their
national budget for research and devel opnent, conpared to two to three per
cent by devel oped nati ons.

During the Sixth Malaysia Plan (1990-1995), RML.5 billion was al |l ocat ed
for research and devel opnent. This accounted for about two per cent of the
general public sector spending. For the Seventh Plan (1996-2000), this
al | ocati on has been doubl ed, representing 3.4 per cent of public sector
spendi ng.

The enphasi s on science and technology is al so manifested in the
Governnent's stand of considering financial commtment to these fields as
a fixed, rather than variable, cost as the latter is normally cut off
during hard tinmes, or even not supported at all. Reflecting on the
macr oeconony, nations enjoying the hi ghest per capitaincone are either
strong both in scientific and technol ogi cal innovations, such as the
United States and Gernmany, or strong in technol ogi cal i nnovati on w t hout
necessarily being strong in science, |ike Japan

The ones which are strong i n science but not in innovation do not enjoy
hi gh per capita incone, for exanple, Russia. Thus, innovation becones the
key determ nant of a successful and profitabl e science and t echnol ogy
policy.

Mal aysi a seens to have adopt ed a rat her uni que approach. Scientific
research i s | ooked upon as the prerequisite for innovations, leading to
products, services or processes that can be comerci al i sed, or otherwi se



applied. The strategy of efficiency-driven growh, as opposed to input-
driven growt h has been propagated

Ef fi ci ency-driven grow h focuses on increasing returns on invest nment
which is nmostly technol ogy-based and dependent on factors such as
production capability, technol ogical innovation and application of
i nformation technol ogy t hroughout all sectors.

An exanpl e of the success of the strategy is shown by the recent
performance of the Mal aysi an Technol ogy Devel opment Cor porati on, which
pronot es conmer ci al i sati on of research and t echnol ogy. Between 1992 and
| ast year, the corporation has nanaged to increase its profit 35-fold.

Looki ng at this npdest, yet inspiring success, we believe that there is
a good opportunity for Muslins to rebound. The decline of science inthe
Musl i mworl d was not due to political decline. It was, nost probably, the
ot her way round.

The political decline followed the intellectual decline. And the only
way to recover the political ground was by recovering the intell ectua
ground.

Therefore, the past two centuries of scientific discoveries cannot be
i gnored or negated, but nust be mastered. W have to adopt the val ues
whi ch have made this so-call ed "nodern" science a success. These are
comitnent, critical evaluation and a perfectionist's attitudeto quality.

Inthis respect, it is encouraging that the | anguage of science,

t echnol ogy, research and devel opnent is returning to the political Iexicon
of | eaders of Muslimnations. Miuslimscientists, too, are starting to nake
an inmpact in world science and technol ogy fora.

In recent history, Mislimscientists have been accorded sone of the
hi ghest awards i n science and technol ogy, including the Nobel Prize.
Despite the notoriety, Miuslimscientists were instrunental in devel opi ng
the recently tested nucl ear bonbs in the I ndi an subcontinent. Tens of
t housands of other scientists are working in prestigious |aboratories of
uni versities and research institutions all over the world.

As we journey into the newcentury, Ml aysian scientists have to resol ve
to work harder and endure in their respective fields of research. To help
them Listec '98 has invited speakers who will provide insights into the
current trend, research and devel opnent, market opportunities and
networking related toinformtion technol ogy, biotechnol ogy, energy and
aut omat i on.

The i nformati on technol ogy i ndustry has nade great strides in the | ast
decade and is set to nove into top gear with the operation of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor. The MSCis also set to be the centre for the
Government' s admini stration in providing an efficient servicetotheloca
and international business conmunities.

Bi ot echnol ogy i s noving with such a frantic pace that the next century
has been | abel | ed the Bi otech Century. Malaysia has alot to offer in the
field of agricultural biotechnol ogy, where researchers have nanaged to
di scover new techni ques in plant and ani mal reproductive physi ol ogy.
Genetic engineering, for instance, has been applied successfully to
produce high-quality farm produce

Energy research is an area very nuch cl ose to the hearts of Mal aysi an
researchers. The introduction of the electric car bears witness to this.
O her forns of renewabl e energy are al so being | ooked into. In the
meanti me, i nprovenments on the use of fossil fuel are extensively sought.

Unlike the nodern-world autonotive i ndustry whichis a century old, the
industry in Malaysia is only into its second decade. Nevert hel ess,

Per usahaan O onobi | Nasi onal recently handed over the millionth car it
manuf act ured. Needl ess to say, automationis the lifeline of the industry.

Thus, these four areas have been chosen to spearhead Listec '98



Thr oughout the conference and exhibition, in keeping with the true

Mal aysian tradition, a friendly and enj oyabl e at nosphere will be
encouraged i n order to nmaxinmi se interactions and di scussi ons of technical,
scientific and business matters of conmmon interest.

The | egendary i sl and of Langkawi is the ideal environment for such
interactions. It is hoped that this unique and i nportant international
gathering wi || succeed i n encouragi ng the exchange of useful information
and the maki ng of contacts and friendshi ps. The nenories of Listec '98
will truly be something to cherish.
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