06 JUL 1998
Mahat hir-1I ntervi ew
MUSLI M COUNTRI ES MUST NOT | SOLATE THEMSELVES, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Mislimcountries cannot isolate
t hensel ves and nmust integrate with the rest of the world or they will be
sidelined, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

"It is no longer possible to be isolationist in any way. W have to
integrate, we have to bring ourselves up to the same level in terns of
sci ence, technology and industry,” he said in an interviewwith Dr Nazir
Khaj a, chairman of the California-based Islanmic Information Service

The interview was aired by TV2 today in conjunction with the Mulidur
Rasul celebration to mark the birth of Prophet Muhamuad. An aide to the
Prime Mnister said it was conducted several nonths ago and screened in the
United States in February this year

During the hour-long interview, Dr Mahathir was asked if he would
continue to lead after the 1999 Umo party el ection and about his
relationship with his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

"It is not yet tine to decide. 1'll have to see but I wouldn't like to
| eave the country's | eadership when there is a problemfaced by the
country,"” he said, referring to the current economc crisis.

On reports by the Western nedia that there are serious differences
bet ween hi mand Anwar, Dr Mahathir said there were no two people who were
exactly the sane.

"I don't expect ny deputy to be the sane as nyself. But our differences
are mnimal, we can get along fine," he said.

On the view that Islamwas al ways goi ng backwards, Dr Mahathir said it
was necessary to go back but not to the life of nore than a thousand years
ago.

"But go back to the original teachings of the Prophet. See how it has
i nfluenced the ignorant Arabs to the extent of building great civilisation

"So go back to what the teachings are all about and how to protect
yoursel f. But we stress nore on the formrather than the substance of the
teaching,"” he said, adding that Mislins today cannot defend thenselves with
horses and swords as nentioned in the Quran

Asked on the present confusion generally anong Muslins, Dr Mahathir
said it was because the responsibility of freedomwas not really
under st ood.

"We only have freedomif we are responsible. You cannot be absolutely
free and irresponsible, that will result in society beconm ng destabilised,
he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that denpocracy was conpatible with Islamand it
meant the welfare of the majority and whil e individuals have their rights,
they could not override that of the community.

"The individual nmust admt to the needs of the majority. If the
majority needs are ignore by individuals, we cannot have any stability
within the society,” he said.

On the Islamc way of governing, Dr Mahathir said the nost inportant
was to respect decisions nmade by the majority and a chosen governnment nust
be allowed to rule for the duration allowed by the constitution

But what happened often was that no governnent was allowed to rule ful
length and instead, attenpts were made to disturb the society such as
street dan daily denonstrations so that the governnent would find it
i npossible to rule, he said.

Asked on criticisnms against a |lot of Muslimcountries for human rights



violation, Dr Mahathir said he disagreed with the tendency to |ink Mislins
wi th human rights violation because there were such violations in both
Musl i m and non-Muslim countries.

On Malaysia's Vision 2020 to turn the country into a devel oped nation
by that year, Dr Mahathir said a lot nore work had to be done and Mal aysi a
was very far fromachieving its target.

" So we have to keep running very, very fast in order to achieve the
target faster than the people who are actually ahead of us,"” he said.

He al so said that the New Econonmic Policy (NEP) had | argely succeeded
in bringing the Malays to the level of non-Mislinms and now was the tinme for
t he whol e community, Mislinms and non-Mislinms, to nove foward.

"I think we are on the right track. But of course, there are other
forces within the comunity which may be a stunbling block to our
progress,” he said.
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