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MUSLI M5 MUST UPGRADE THEMSELVES | N ALL FI ELDS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
said Muslins, apart fromenhancing their religious know edge, should al so
acquire and present ideas in other fields.

The Prime Mnister said Islamrequired the people to upgrade their
know edge in all fields.

"Lack of knowl edge is not a part of the culture of Mislins. Even during
the Islamc period previously, Mislins had a higher |evel of know edge than
others," he said when opening the new canpus of Institut Profesiona
Baitul mal (1PB) at Kampung Pandan here.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the Federal Territory Msque
Devel opnent Foundati on and the Book on Mosques in the World, Ml aysia and
Kual a Lunpur.

Present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and M nister
inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman, who is al so
the chairman of the Federal Territory Islamc Affairs Council.

Commenting on a book on the Islamic era in Spain that he had read, Dr
Mahat hir said Muslinms under the |eadership of Abdul Rahaman the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd brought progress to the country because they were know edgeable in
many fiel ds.

However, after the reign of Abdul Rahman the 3rd, disputes and
ani nosity rose anong them because nmany of them began to have contradictory
interpretations on Islam he said.

"Sonme had sought help fromenemes of Islamand as a result the Islamc
enpire in Spain becane weaker and backward. That's the fate of those who
are weak and do not have know edge (in other fields) although well versed
inlIslam"™ Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister said there was no reason why Muslins in this country
coul d not progress because opportunities to acquire know edge were
expandi ng.

He suggested that funds raised through Baitul mal, a Mislim endowrent
body, and zakat (tithe) be used to step up know edge anong Misli ns.

Dr Mahathir said many Muslinms could now afford to donate a | ot of noney
to build nobsques and for other such purposes.

He also called on Muslins to create opportunities for non-Miuslins to
mx with themso that the latter could have a better understandi ng of Islam
and the culture of Mislins.

This, he said, would help to correct the inpression given in the
international nedia that all Muslins were terrorists or extremsts.
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