08/ 04/ 1998

Muslims mark Aidil Adha with " korban'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Muslins throughout the country marked Hari Raya
Aidi|l Adha cel ebrations today by fulfilling the synbolic gesture of
sacrifice by slaughtering cows, buffal oes and goats.

Perforned after the Hari Raya Ai dil Adha prayers earlier in the norning,
t he neat was then distributed especially anong the poor, irrespective of
their race and religion.

Al t hough cel ebrated on a noderate scale this year, the festive nood was
preval ent with thousands congregati ng at nosques, surau and nmadrasah for
the prayers.

In Alor Star, the Hari Raya Aidil Adha cel ebrati ons began at the Masjid
Zahir here, with the Sultan of Kedah and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad j oi ni ng about 1,000 Muslins for prayers.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and State Executive
Counci | menbers.

Dr Mahathir |later held an open house at Dewan Jitra. About 5,000 peopl e,
i ncl udi ng Sanusi and Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m
attended the open house.

Mermber s of the public who attended the open house had an opportunity to
meet the Prinme M nister when he took tinme off to greet and mingle with the
crowd.

I n Penang, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir joi ned
t housands of Muslins in Aidil Adha norning prayers at the State Mysque.

I n many kanpungs, the occasi on was mar ked by korban cerenoni es where
cattl e were sl aughtered and the neat distributed to the poor in the area.

Meanwhi | e, people of all races joined in the celebrations by calling on
Muslimfirends who had invited themto their honmes for treats.

In I poh, the Sultan of Perak, Sultan Azl an Shah, and Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Ramli Ngah Talib were anong hundreds of Muslins attending the Hari
Raya Ai dil Adha prayers at the State Msque.

The Sultan later net the people to offer greetings.

Al so present were State Secretary Datuk Abdul Habi b Mansur, State
Fi nancial O ficer Datuk Dr |Isahak Yeop Mohd Shar and seni or gover nment
of ficers.

Simlar prayers were also held in nmobsques throughout the State.

In Shah Alam the Regent of Sel angor participated in the prayers with
the people at the State nosque in Shah Al am

Al so present was Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, State
Secretary Dat uk Hashi mMeon, several State Executive Council nenbers and
heads of departnents.

Twenty cows were al so sl aughtered and distributed after prayers at the
nosque.

Sul tan of Selangor, who is in Olando, United States, donated two cows
and the Regent a cow to a nosque in Mrib.

In Negri Senbilan, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar joi ned
Muslins in perform ng prayers at Masjid Tuanku Munawi r in Seri Menanti,
Kual a Pil ah.

The King al so paid his respects and offered tahlil prayers at the Royal
Mausol eum next to the nbsque, where Tuanku Ja' afar's late father is
buri ed.

A reception was |ater held at the | stana Besar Seri Menanti .

Meanwhi | e, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Sanmad and his wife,



Puan Seri Hazi zah Tunmin, played host to nore than 500 wel | -wi shers at
their residence in Kampung Si Rusa, Tel uk Kemang.

In Mal acca, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahabuddi n j oi ned
3,000 Muslims for prayers at the State nosque, Masjid al-Azim

Al so present were Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, State
Secretary Dat uk Abdul Aziz QOmar, State Asenbl ymen, head of departnents and
seni or governnent of ficers.

Meanwhi | e, over 900 cows and 60 buffal oes were sl aughtered i n nosques
all over the State in conjuction with the cel ebration.

I n Johor, the Sultan of Johor | ed worshippers at the Sul tan Abu Bakar
Mosque for prayers. Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
G hrman, government officials and heads of departnments.

In Kota Baru, scores of Muslins made their way to the nbsques as early
as 7amto performthe Aidil Adha prayers.

At the Muhammadi Mosque, the Sultan of Kel antan joi ned hundreds of
Muslins in prayers.

The religious ritual of slaughtering animals becane the highlight of the
cel ebration as the norning prayers ended.

The peopl e in Kel antan, who observe a two-day public holiday for Aidil
Adha, took the opportunity to performthe ritual.

I n Kual a Terengganu, the occasi on was cel ebrated with prayers and
slaughtering of cattle. The neat was |later distributed to poor Misli ns.

Adul ts and children wearing their newcolourful attires arrived in full
strength froml10amonwards to receive their share of nmeat at various
distribution centres set up at nbsques and nul ti-purpose halls.

I n Kuant an, the occasi on was cel ebrated noderately with prayers hel d at
the Masjid Negeri Sultan Ahnmad Satu.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob joi ned a congregati on of 2,000
peopl e at the nosque whi ch was foll owed by the sacrifice of about 21 heads
of cattle.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Hari Raya Ai dil Adha was cel ebrated on a noderate
scal e wi th t housands perforning prayers at the State Mdsque i n Senbul an.

The Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai and several nenbers of the
Cabi net attended t he prayers.

I n Tawau, Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh | ed sone
15,000 Muslins for their Aidil Adha prayers.

I n Kuching, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud wi t nessed t he
sl aughtering of 250 head of cattle at Sara Bif sl aughterhouse i n Pendi ng
here.

Taib called on Muslins to heed the Governnment's advice to reduce i nports
and i ncrease exports to hel p the country recover fromthe current economc
si tuati on.

Earlier, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di and Tai b were anong those
who attended prayers at Masjid Janek in Petra Jaya.
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