08/ 08/ 1998
Musl i nms nust avoid extren st view PM

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad sai d Muslins shoul d isol ate
thensel ves fromthe influence of the so-called Islamc extrem sts and

t hose who abused nosque for self interest to prevent the Islanm c conmunity
from bei ng weakened.

"Mosques are built for the benefit of the Muslins but there are certain
quarters who abused nosques for their self interest and to create disunity
among the Muslins in the country.

"W nust get rid of themby whatever neans,”" Dr Mahathir said at the
| aunchi ng of the RMB.3 nmillion Bukit Aman nbsque, which is | ocated at the
Royal Mal aysi an Police headquarters in Kual a Lunpur yest er day.

The Prime Mnister said it was obvious that these irresponsible people
had other priorities, includingpolitical nmotive which could destroy the
Musl i mconmuni ty.

In sone places, he said the nbsques are being used toincite Muslins to
cause di sharnmony in the country, which he described as contrary to the
true Islam c teachings and princi pl es.

"Such practice shoul d be prevented fromspreadi ng," he said, adding
t hese were sone of the reasons why Miuslins are weaker and not on par in
terms of achieving civilisation than those of the other religions.

He al so rem nded pol i cenen, who are Muslins, to ensure they followthe
true |Islamc teachings.

"The police are inportant to the security of the country. If they do not
followtrue I slanic teachings, the country's security will be at stake,"
he added.

Dr Mahat hir said al though there are Muslins who were oppressed by ot her
religions such as i n Kosovo and Bosni a Her zegovi na, Muslins thensel ves
will be weaker if they do not practice true Islamc principles.

"Their (Muslims) actions thenselves are the caused of the Muslins to be
weak as agai nst other religions,” he added.

Dr Mahathir al so urged Muslins in the country not to be too fanatic or
extrene to reflect thenselves to be devoting to Islan c teachings.

Expl ai ni ng why Muslinms shoul d not be too extrenme, Dr Mahathir said this
woul d weaken and create disunity anong t he Misli ns.

"I'n some countries, even the Muslins are bei ng oppressed by the Muslins
t hensel ves because of extrem sm while in other countries, wonen are not
allowed to participate in the devel opment of Islam Mislinms will |oseif
they did not utilise the wonen's capability,” he added.

( END)



	Muslims must avoid extremist view: PM (NST 08/08/1998)

