12 DEC 1998
Mahat hi r - Museum
MUSLI M5 URGED TO TAKE LEAD | N SEEKI NG KNONLEDGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad opened
the Mal aysian Islamc Art Miuseum here tonight with a call to Muslins to
regain their role as the explorers of know edge.

The Prime Mnister said the spirit to explore know edge had | ong waned
anong Muslinms, causing themto end up as recipients of know edge from ot her
races, especially fromthe West.

"It is sad that fields of know edge |ike nedicine and astrol ogy that
were pioneered by Islamc scholars were subsequently negl ected by Mislins
and taken over by Europeans till this day," he said when opening the RWO
mllion museum the first of its kind in the region

Dr Mahathir said present-day Muslins did not |ack ability and wi sdom
conpared to their ancestors, or even people fromthe Wst who currently
dom nated many fields of know edge.

He said the makers of the nuclear bonbs that were tested in India dan
Paki stan recently are Mislins, and many other Mislimscientists were
hel ping to i nvent el ectronic equi pnrent but were working in the United
St at es.

El aborating on the ability of Islamc intellects, Dr Mahathir said Ibnu
Si na had known about many types of diseases when the European race stil
believed in nystical matters.

In astrol ogy, Islamc scholars had hundreds of years ago successfully
expl ored the outer space to the extent of pinpointing the |ocations of
stars, and this knowl edge was being used until today, he said.

"But because we are not sensitive about know edge and have becone
reci pients of know edge, we tend to think that nodern nedical know edge
came fromthe West when it actually originated from Muslins,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said efforts to encourage Muslins to di scover know edge did
not mean rejecting know edge fromthe Wst because positive know edge
irrespective of its source could inprove human wel | - bei ng.

He sai d di scovering know edge woul d nake them better Mislins because it
woul d help themto better appreciate Islamc teachings.

On the nuseum he hoped that it would hel p both Mislins and non- Mislins
to better understand Islamc teachings.

"There is too nuch m sunderstandi ng about |slam including the notion
that Muslins |liked to commit nurder and violence for no reason, and this
museum wi || help non-Muslins to better understand Islam"” he said.

The museum has 22,000 sq netres of exhibition space and is | ocated near
the Pusat Islamand Masjid Negara. It was built by the Al bukhary Foundation
which is also managing it.

Various countries and individuals, including Bosnia Herzegovina, India
and Iran and Sultan Hasanal Bol ki ah of Brunei, have lent their collections
to the museum for display.
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