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Muslins nmust remain united forever

Dr Abu Bakar Abdul Mjeed

RECENTLY, two i nfluential world | eaders conment ed on howt hey envi saged
the rel ati onshi p woul d be between Wstern and I slamc civilisations and
values in the com ng century.

In an address to the United Nations General Assenbly [ ast nonth, United
States President Bill Cinton defied the nyth of the inevitable clash of
the two great civilisations, as proposed by Harvard's Sanmuel Hunti ngton.

Wi | e acknow edgi ng that there were inportant differences that transcend
race, culture and religion, Cinton ceded on a course of friendship and
respect for the Musli mworl d.

"W will continue to work for common val ues, common i nterests and conmon
endeavour," he was quoted as saying (NST, Sept 23. 1998).

Al t hough dinton was specifically addressing the problemof terrorism
the positive reference to Islamand the Musli mworl d i ndi cated a genui ne
effort towards reconciliation and co-operation.

Early this nonth in London, the British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook,
al so made encouragi ng remarks on the need to di spel the O ash of the
Civilisations' thesis (NST, Cct 9, 1998).

Whi | e cont endi ng t hat m sunder standi ng and nmi strust had been all owed to
devel op between the West and | sl am he proposed t he begi nni ng of a proper
di al ogue between Europe and the Islamic world, to ensure that the
destructive Huntington's prophecy di d not becone sel f-fulfilling.

To sharpen his argunment, Cook aptly quoted verse 13 of Surah Al -Huj urat
(Chapter 49) of the Quran which is transl ated as:

"O manki nd! W created you froma single pair of a nale and a fenal e,
and made you i nto nations and tribes, that you may know each ot her, not
that you may despi se each other."

The West, according to Cook, owed rmuch to Islam Islamlaid the
intellectual foundations for | arge portions of western civilisation.

Fromthe numerical systemto the understandi ng of the stars, nmuch of the
basis of the present civilisationis rooted in Islanic |earning.

VWhat we are witnessing are actually positive overtures fromwestern
| eaders on the need to start pul verising the stereotypes and m sgui ded
attitudes that have been enbedded in the heart of the strife and polemc
bet ween the two cul tures.

These are the possi bl e repercussions of the Muslins' untiring efforts of
urging the West to discard their m sconception of Islam One such effort
was undertaken by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when he
delivered a talk entitled, "Islam- the m sunderstood religion", at Oxford
Uni versity, in 1996.

In that address, Dr Mahathir alluded to the | abel npst often used to
descri be Muslins - fundanentalist. The West equated it with extrem sm

But the Prine M nister argued that the best Muslins were essentially the
fundanmental i sts. They are t he peopl e who practi se the nost fundanent al
tenet of the Islanic teaching whichis "to strive for peace".

Unfortunately, the West had di spl ayed its | ack of understandi ng of |slam
by | abelling those who deviate fromthe |Islamc teachings by resorting to
terrori smand viol ence as fundamental i sts.

The m sunder standi ng i s al nbst conpl et e when, according to Associ ate
Pr of essor Mohanmad Abu Bakar of Universiti Ml aya, even Dr Mahathir's
I sl ami ¢ predisposition as shown by many of his speeches, constitutes
enough basis for the western nedia to describe himas a "fundanmentalist".



Realising its unique positionin the world as the host of three major
world civilisations - Chinese, Hndu and Islanmic - and with an al nost 10
per cent Christian popul ation, Ml aysi a has enbar ked on a series of inter-
faith di al ogues in earnest.

Ajoint semnar on "lIslamand its worl d-view' was organised with the
Mal aysi an- Arrer i can Conmi ssi on on Educati onal Exchange. One of the
resol utions that came out of the semnar read ... "there nust be respite
fromthe crude pol em cs of East versus West".

Anot her di al ogue was held with the Goethe Institute where the theneg,
"The rol e and i nfluence of religion in society" was chosen. The then
Ger man Anbassador to Mal aysia reaffirned the many common el enent s of
Islami c and Christian religious and soci al orders.

An international conference on "The Islam c world and gl obal
corporation” was convened early |last year jointly with the O«<ford Centre
for Islamc Studies.

One of the nost inmportant and significant proposals then was the
establ i shnent of an alternative media network in the Muslimworld to
conbat bi ased reporting.

And we can see today how vital this network woul d have been for, not
only the dignity, but also survival of the Misli munmmh.

Therefore, we are now at the nercy of the international nmedia community,
which is intent upon pitting one |Islam c group agai nst the other.

Another inter-faith dialogue in this country was entitled, "Towards a
comon civilisation", graced by Dr Roman Herzog, President of Germany.
Herzog was i npressed with the approach we had taken to pronote inter-
cul tural understandi ng.

Towards the end of |ast year, yet another cross-culture event was co-
hosted with the Japanese Institute of International Affairs. The ai mof
t he synposi umon Asia and | sl amwas to pronote the understandi ng of |slam
in Asia generally, and Japan particularly.

Mal aysia's nost recent venture into the inter-civilisational dialogue
was the joint sem nar with the European Union early this year.

A nunber of the participants expressed surprise at the fact that Islam
actually flourished beyond the M ddl e-East. Mal aysia, it seens, offers a
different version of a nodern and prosperous Mislimstate.

These are some of Ml aysi a's nodest endeavours to enlighten non-Mislins
on t he fundanental teachings of Islam Further efforts to present Islamto
Muslims and non-Mislins the way it should be are already in the pipeline.

That Mal aysia can provide a truly Islamc nodus vivendi in
intercivilisational accordis not nererhetoric. Neither is the claiman
act of self-indul gence. Corments fromforeigners, both Mislins and non-
Muslims, on this matter are testanents of its genui neness.

The president of the European Conm ssion, Jacques Santer, said in
Brussel s recently: "Ml aysia is a good exanpl e of a nodern, peaceful,
stabl e and prosperous soci ety, gui ded by the social and noral val ues of
Islam"

Undoubt edl y, speeches such as Dr Mahathir's Oxford | ecture, had nanaged
to create ripples whichthen turned i nto waves of the denystification of
Islam Malaysia's insistence onthe world to accord proper respect to the
second | argest religion in the world has borne fruit.

Thus, the conciliatory gesture of dinton and Cook nust be taken in a
good light. The Muslimworl d i s once agai n bei ng noticed by t he West.

Meanwhi | e, Muslins nust be constantly aware of the negative forces that
are persistently trying to humliate the religion. Beware too, that many
of these forces are worki ng outside the country. Hence, Mal aysi an Musl i ns
must remai n united, now and forever.

It is inperative that they avoid any nove backward by resorting to petty



squabbl es and nundane di sputes. Di sagreenents, though all owed, rmust not
make them| ose sight of the higher purposes of the Islanmic law, or their
responsibilities to the umah at | arge, as prescribed in the Quran.

"And obey Allah and H s Messenger, and fall into no disputes, |est you
| ose heart and your power depart; and be patient and preserving, for Allah
is with those who patiently persevere.”
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