14/ 07/ 1998
Musl i ms "~ shoul d pursue sci ence and t echnol ogy'

Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Prime M nister said tonight the Musli mworld
shoul d di scard the ni staken noti on that acquiring know edge i n sci ence and
technol ogy was unlslam c but that a re-awakening in these fields would
bring about their continued progress.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Muslins had the potential to becone
as capabl e or even better than their non-Mislimcoll eagues who had
excelled in these fields.

He poi nted out that what seemed to be a nonopoly of wi sdomin science
and technol ogy of the non-Mislins was actually acquired froml earned
Musl i mschol ars during t he Eur opean renai ssance.

"The Europeans went to learn fromthe Muslins in Spain and i n ot her
pl aces. Over tine, these know edge becanme theirs (the Christians)," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this at the | aunching of the Langkawi International
I sl ami ¢ Sci ence and Technol ogy Exhi bi ti on and Conf erence.

The conference, to be held in Langkawi in Cctober, is jointly organised
by t he Langkawi Acconodation for Visiting Acadenmics, Institute of Islamic
Under st andi ng Mal aysi a and Eeman Consult (M Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir said while Miuslinms noved away fromsci ence and technol ogy as
aresult of a strong religious noverrent whi ch denounced these fields as
irrelevant to Islam the Europeans gai ned expertise fromMuislins and
continued to devel op them

He said Muslins then | ost sight of these fields of know edge and this
resulted in many people believing that the sciences used by the Europeans
actually originated fromthem (the Europeans).

Dr Mahat hir said he was confident that there were many Miusli mschol ars
who woul d be able to master and expl ore science just like they didin the
past .

He said if this was done, Muslins coul d equal any scholars in the worl d.

"We hope that Muslinms woul d now use science in order to devel op
t hensel ves to a point where they will be on par with their non-Mislim
col | eagues, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said conferences |ike Listec '98 coul d reawaken the interest
in science and technol ogy for the devel opnent of the human race as well as
i ndustries and conmer ce.

The Prime Mnister |ater witnessed the signing of a nmenorandum of
under st andi ng between t he Kedah State Governnent and various service
provi ders.

They were Utusan Mal aysi a Bhd, TV3, Malaysia Airlines and Nauti calink
Bhd, which provides ferry services and vessel chartering.

The New Straits Tines is the official English daily for the exhibition.

Dr Mahat hir al so | aunched the Listec ' 98 honepage. The | aunchi ng was
al so attended by Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d and chai rman of
t he organi sing comrittee Datuk Mohd Aini Taib.

( END)



	Muslims `should pursue science and technology' (NST 14/07/1998)

