08/ 09/ 1998

Mustapa: | will discharge ny responsibilities to help PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mist apa
Mohaned t oday t hanked Prine M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for
the confidence and trust in appointing himas Second Fi nance M ni ster.

Must apa sai d the appoi ntnent came as a "surprise” to hi mbut was qui ck
to add that he woul d di scharge his responsibilities to help Dr Mahathir,
who hol ds the post of First Finance Mnister.

"I will extend all the help to Dr Mahathir in carrying out the job in
the Finance Mnistry,"” he said at his office in Jalan Raja Laut.

For a start, Mustapa sai d he had asked the Finance M nistry secretary-
general to give hima briefing at 5.30pm

Mist apa, who retains his portfolio as Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister,
said he woul d divide his tinme between the two ministeries.

"It means nore work for me as there are nore things to be done."

Must apa, who is al so a nenber of the National Econom ¢ Action Council,
sai d t here were many econoni ¢ deci si ons and policies which needed to be
i mpl emented i mredi ately to spur econom c recovery.

"l have to spend nore tinme at the Finance Mnistry in view of the
forthcom ng Budget," he added.

Must apa said a | ot of changes had al ready taken place since he | eft the
Treasury as a Deputy Finance M ni ster and was appointed a full M nister
after the 1995 general el ection.

"There are a |l ot of newthings | have to | earn because the econoni c and
financial "landscape' has changed in the last few years," he added.

Must apa sai d currency markets have been attacked by specul at ors and had
caused havoc to the econoni es of many countries and gl obal i sati on had
exposed the country to foreign influences.

(END)
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