09/ 09/ 1998

Mist apa to assist PMin preparing 1999 Budget

DATUK Must apa Mohanmed, who was appoi nt ed Second Fi nance M ni ster on
Monday, said his work will be to assist Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad who is First Finance Mnister

His first role as Second Finance M ni ster woul d be to assist Dr Mahathir
in fornulating the 1999 Budget.

"W know that Dr Mahathir is not only an expert in financial matters but
in various fields as well.

"There is no leader in the world who is as know edgeabl e as Dr Mahathir
on econoni ¢ and financial matters ... he calls the shots and | have to
assist him" he told reporters in Kual a Lunpur yesterday after |aunching a
pi zza outl et called Beverlyhills Pizza.

"l amlucky to have gui dance. My work wi Il be made much easier," he
added.

However, Mistapa said he woul d need to understand the current economic
scenari o where "a qui ck and right decision is crucial to salvage the
economny. "

Besi des bei ng the Second Fi nance M nister, Mistapa al so maintains his
Ent r epr eneur Devel oprment portfolio.

He said he may have to reduce field assignnents and del egate certain
responsibilities to his deputy, Datuk Idris Jusoh

Ber nama reports: The Mal ay Chanber of Commerce of Ml aysi a yest erday
wel comed t he appoi nt nents of Dat uk Must apa Mohanmed as Second Fi nance
M nister and Tan Sri Ali Abdul Hassan Sul ai man as Bank Negara Gover nor,
sayi ng they were the right choice for the job.

Its president Syed Amin Al -Jeffri said the Governnent had sel ected the
appropri at e candi dat es based on their wi de experience inthe country's
financial managenent system

He al so hail ed the decision by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohamad to retain Mustapa as the Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster

By holding the two portfolios, Mistapa will be in a better positionto
hel p smal | -and medi um scal e entrepreneurs who have been badly-hit by the
econom ¢ sl owdown, he sai d.

Bei ng t he Second Fi nance M ni ster, Mistapa has the authority to ensure
speedi er disbursal of funds to Bum putera businessnen to re-start their
busi nesses.

I n Kota Baru, Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat
wel comed Must apa’ s appoi ntment, sayi ng Must apa has proven his ability to
resol ve probl ens faced by the people.
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