07 SEP 1998
Must apa- React i on
MUSTAPA SURPRI SED BY APPO NTMENT AS SECOND FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, who was naned
as the second Finance M nister today, pledged to discharge his duties to
the best of his abilities and help Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in the mnistry's work.

Must apa, who is al so Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister, described the
appoi nt nrent as an honour for himand thanked Dr Mahathir for it.

"I was surprised by the appointnment,” he said in a brief statenent.

The Prime Mnister's Departnent, in a statenent earlier, announced that
Dr Mahathir will be first Finance M nister and Mustapa second Fi nance
Mnister with effect fromtoday.

Must apa said he had been briefed by the mnistry's secretary-general on
the role and jurisdiction of the mnistry.

"I will at the sane tine continue to carry on with ny duties as
Ent r epreneur Devel opnent M nister,"” he added.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said
Must apa was well suited for the post as he had vast experience in the field
of economi cs.

He was the appropriate person to help Dr Mahathir in efforts to revive
the country's econony, said Najib.

"He has a |l ot of experience in the field of econom cs, and nore
i mportantly served as Deputy Finance Mnister prior to his appointnment as
Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnister,” Najib told reporters.

Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassimalso felt Mistapa was
the right person for the post.

"He has experience in the mnistry and can carry on his duties
properly," said Shahidan who is here to attend a neeting of state executive
ciuncillors for education.

Meanwhi |l e, Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
al so wel comed Mustapa's appoi ntnment, saying he was very know edgeable in
economi cs.

Asked why there was a need for two finance mnister, Sabbaruddin said:
"Why not, other countries have that.

"Besides, in our systemthe deputy mnister cannot act as mnister
because ministers have to be sworn in."
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