09 NOV 1998

MUSTAPA TO FOCUS ON GENERAL ELECTI ON RATHER THAN UMNO POLLS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk
Must apa Mohaned said today he woul d focus on defending his Jeli
parliamentary seat in the next geneal election.

"My focus is to win in the general election,” he told reporters at
Parliament House | obby when asked whet her he woul d constest the post of
Umo deputy president next year.

A front-page report in the Malay daily "U usan Ml aysi a", quoting party
sources today, did not exclude the possibility of Mistapa, who is Second
Fi nance M nister, going for the post head on against two party vice
presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Must apa i s al so Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister.

The post is vacant followi ng the dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
fromthe party on Sept 3, a day after he was sacked as Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Fi nance M nister.

Party president and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad had
said earlier he would not appoint a new deputy until the party elections
expected to be held mddl e of next year.
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