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Must apa- Dut i es
MUSTAPA SAYS HE W LL ASSI ST MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- New y-appoi nted Second Fi nance
M ni st er Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said today his work is to assist Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is First Finance M nister.

Meeting the press for the first tinme since his appoi ntnent yesterday,
Must apa said his first role would be in helping Dr Mahathir formnul ate the
1999 budget.

"We know that Dr Mahathir is not only an expert in financial matters
but in various fields as well, he calls the shots and |'ve to assist him
he said.

"There is no leader in the world who is as knowl edgeabl e as Dr Mahat hir
on econom c and financial matters,"” he said after |aunching the
Beverlyhills Pizza outlet, here, today.

"I am |l ucky to have guidance from himon nunerous matters including
current econom c devel opnents, my work will be nmade much easier,"” said
Must apa, who is al so Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister.

Must apa, 48, is not newto the Finance Mnistry for he was Deputy
Fi nance M nister in 1994 before being appoi nted Entrepreneur Devel opnment
M nister in 1995.

Must apa said: "The next few weeks will be devoted to |earning,
educati ng and upgradi ng nyself as to what's going on in the economny."

"I will also be unwi nding sone of ny external conmtments in the
Ent r epreneur Devel opnent Mnistry," he added.

Pressed for comments on various econom c issues, he urged the nedia to
give himsonme tinme to settle down.
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