10/ 09/ 1998

Mist apa gets down to work i mredi ately

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Second Finance M nister Datuk Mistapa Mohaned got
down to work i nedi at el y when he turned up at the Finance M nistry today,
where he first served 24 years ago.

Soon after attending the weekly Cabi net neeting, Miustapa went to the
mnistry's office at the Governnment conpl ex i n Jal an Duta.

Must apa, who i s al so Entrepreneur Devel opnment M ni ster, was appoi nted
Second Fi nance M ni ster on Monday foll ow ng | ast week's expul sion of
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Pri me M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has assuned t he post of
First Finance Mnister.

“"I"'mhere to neet the senior officials here...," Mistapa sai d when net
at the Finance Mnistry | obby this afternoon.

Asked what his scope of responsibilities would be, Mustapa said that
there was none.

"I amassisting the Prime Mnister in carrying out the duties.

"Matters |i ke preparing the Budget, tabling of the Budget woul d be done
by the Prime Mnister ... | amonly assisting him"

Asked on devel opnents into the |ist of privatised projects awarded to
conmpani es and the identities of the principal sharehol ders, Mistapa sai d:
"That would be a matter | ooked into by the Prine Mnister."

At the Umo assenbly last June, two |ists containing privatised projects
and t he compani es whi ch won themwere made public.

Dr Mahatir, who is al so Umo president, had said then the lists were
rel eased i n response to all egations that the Governnent had practised
cronyi smand nepotismin awardi ng contracts.

It was understood t he then Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas
al so to have made public a sinmlar list fromthe Treasury.

On the data obtained for the lists, Dr Mahathir had said that the
i nformati on was obt ai ned by his office fromagenci es such as t he Econonic
Planning Unit with input fromthe State EPUs, the Finance Mnistry, the
M nistry of International Trade and I ndustry and t he Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M nistry.

Mist apa’' s associ ation with the Finance mnistry goes back to 1974 when
he began his career at the Treasury as an assistant secretary.

After 10 years, he was appoi nted special assistant to the then Fi nance
M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

He | ater becane Daim s political secretary and in March 1991 was
appoi nted a senator, | ater becom ng the Finance M nistry's Parlianentary
Secretary.

Must apa was appoi nt ed Deputy Fi nance M nister in 1994, and after wi nning
the Jeli parlianentary seat in the 1995 general el ection he becane
Ent r epr eneur Devel opment M ni ster.
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