09 SEP 1998
Must apa- Dut y
MUSTAPA ASSUVMES DUTY AS SECOND FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Mistapa Mohaned today
officially began work as Second Finance Mnister with a neeting with the
mnistry staff.

He told reporters before the nmeeting that he would help Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to inpl enent policies that had been set.

The second m nistry post for Mistapa, who is Entrepreneur Devel oprent
M ni ster, was announced on Monday along with Dr Mahathir's appoi ntment as
First Finance M nister.

The appointnents follow Dr Mahathir's dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimas Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister |ast \Wednesday.

Must apa arrived at the Finance Mnistry today after attending the
weekl y Cabi net nmeeting and holding his regular neeting with senior
officials of the Entrepreneur Devel opnment Mnistry.

He said five senior Treasury officials had brifed himabout the
m ni stry on Monday.

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Mistapa Mohaned today
officially began work as Second Finance Mnister with a neeting with the
mnistry staff.

He told reporters before the nmeeting that he would help Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to inpl enent policies that had been set.

The second m nistry post for Mistapa, who is Entrepreneur Devel oprent
M ni ster, was announced on Monday along with Dr Mahathir's appoi ntment as
First Finance M nister.

The appoi ntnents follow Dr Mahathir's dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimas Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister |ast \Wednesday.

Must apa arrived at the Finance Mnistry today after attending the
weekl y Cabi net nmeeting and holding his regular neeting with senior
officials of the Entrepreneur Devel opnment Mnistry.

He said five senior Treasury officials had briefed himabout the
m ni stry on Monday.

Asked about Anwar's statenent at the Umo General Assenbly in June that
the Treasury was likely to issue a list of the nanmes of recepients of
projects and shares, Mistapa said he did not know anythi ng about that.

"I don't know yet what to do (but) in whatever | do | will be guided by
the directive of the Prime Mnister.

"If there are inportant issues | will certainly need to discuss with
the Prime Mnister. Right now !l don't havy any agenda, | just want to help
(Dr Mahathir)," he said.

Mustapa is not newto the Finance Mnistry. He served there as
assistant secretary in 1974 and in 1984 was appoi nted special assistant to
then Finance Mnister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

In 1991, Mustapa was nade a senator and appointed the mnistry's
parliamentray secretary before being pronoted as its deputy minister in
1994.
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