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Mit ual Iy beneficial partnership

TODAY we commenor ate 50th | andmar k year of our re-energence as an
i ndependent nation after four-and-a-half centuries of colonial rule.

W salute those who nade a lifetine commtnent and great sacrifices as
Sri Lankans irrespective of their caste, creed and race, towards the
achi everrent of our self-determ ned denocratic rule.

We are proud of themand they very much live in our hearts particularly
at atine we celebrate the Gol den Jubil ee of our |ndependence.

Si nce the achi evenent of | ndependence we have cone a | ong way whil e
facing political and econom c vicissitudes. Apart fromwhat has been
gai ned econonical |l y so far the present Government has made an effective
t hree- pronged approach vi ztabling a package that offers greater autonony
toregions to govern their own affairs which has been w dely accepted and
prai sed by the i nternati onal conmunity; concentrated mlitary actionin
the north and east to weaken the el enents who are involved in terrorist
activities; and rehabilitating the areas where there is alarge influx of
di splaced fanmilies to begin a normal life with their | oved ones.

Truth, they say cannot be suppressed forever in an at tenpt for whatever
ego-centric political goals. Sincerity in the proposals nmade by the
Governnent and approach for a practical solution, taking into
consi deration the views of the najority anong the mnority communities and
par ties, cannot be ignored in the eyes of those who yearn for peace and
those who are keenly wat ching the situation fromoutside.

As such, like the |ight at the end of the tunnel we are headi ng t owards
peace which is not too far fromwhere we are now.

It isinthis context that we | ook at the i ssues and seek assi stance and
co-operation of the descendants of those who mgrated to this country from
Sri Lanka during colonial days. It is time that we need to work hand in
hand with a broad objective in mnd to relieve the people who are
suffering as a result of the on-going clashes in the north and east.

This, in our opinion, is achievable in an environnent where rel ati ons
bet ween Sri Lanka and Mal aysi a have grown fromstrength to strength that
was qui te conspi cuous during the state visit by the President of Sri Lanka
acconpani ed by the M ni ster of Foreign Affairs | ast year at the invitation
of H's Majesty Tuanku Ja' far ibni Al -Mrhum Tuanku Abdul Rahman the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar and Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Prine
M ni ster of Ml aysi a.

What is significant is that Sri Lanka's econony has been quite resilient
despite the psychol ogi cal inpact of the conflict, confined to the north
and east and a fewisolated incidents in other parts.

Sri Lanka and Mal aysi a are now enj oyi ng heal thy econom c rel ati ons both
intrade and i nvestnent. Exports fromSri Lanka to Mal aysi a and Mal aysi an
i nvestnment into Sri Lanka have been steadily increasing.

Apart fromthe investnent plans in various fields, the Board of
I nvest ment of Sri Lanka has signed a nunber of nenoranda of under standing
with private sector congl onerates i n Mal aysi a. Heads of both Governnents
wi t nessed si gni ng of four such | arge scal e i nvest ment projects anounti ng
to over US$1 billion, particularly oninfrastructure devel opnent,
prem linary prelimnary studies of which are now underway.

This M ssion pays plays a key role in the devel opment of trade and
i nvest ment activities and many pronoti onal events have been conducted with
t he assi stance of | eading trade and i ndustry chanbers i n Mal aysi a.



In viewof the increasing nunber of inquiries to be serviced and the co-
ordi nation work i nvol ved, this M ssion has strengthened its information
and co-ordination-related activities to provide a better service to the
busi ness community in Ml aysia as well as Sri Lanka.

The M ssion al so represents other econom c agencies in Sri Lanka, such
as the Board of Investnment of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Export Devel oprent
Board and Ceyl on Tourist Board, in all their pronotional activitiesin
Mal aysi a.

We are confident that Malaysia will not take much tinme to recover from
t he present setback in the currency and stock market through t he neasures
bei ng taken and by activating many conti ngenci es not only for an early
recovery but also to be well onits path to the | eadership's vision of
becomi ng a fully devel oped nation by the year 2020, the journey throughout
which Sri Lanka will be a cl ose partner to Mal aysi a.
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