18/ 09/ 1998
My experiences with the “real' Anwar |brahim

Kassi m Ahmad

| READwith great interest your el oguent pi ece expressing your sense of
being fooled (O her Thots, Sept 13) and the al nost |yrical piece by Rose
I smail, expressing her sadness and sense of being | et down (NST, Sept 12)
by the recent "shocki ng" events invol ving former Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim

| wish to share with your readers nmy experiences with Anwar.

Along with many ot hers, | wel comed Anwar's emergence and rise in Umo
for his commtnent to I slam c renai ssance i n Mal aysi a.

But | was soon to be disabused. | shall briefly enunerate the steps
which led ne to lose faith in himaltogether as early as August 1995:

(a) When ny controversial book, Hadis - Satu Penilai an Senul a, was
publ i shed in May, 1986, Abi m(the Ml aysi an Musl i mYout h Movenent),
Anwar's spring-board organi sation, becane i nstrumental inits banning by
t he Gover nnent;

(b) After the Anglo-Anerican-led Gulf War against lIrag, Anwar nade a
statenment calling for the toppling of President SaddamHussein of Iraq -
an Angl o- Anerican i nperial i st agenda;

(c) I'n June, 1993, Anwar bl ocked my proposal to (now Speci al Functions
M ni ster) Tun DaimZainuddinto forman institute for the reformation of
t he Musli munmah, using the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s nane;

(d) On Aug 20, 1995, Anwar bl ocked a di al ogue bet ween Jemaah Al - Quran
Mal aysi a (an organi sation | formed for the regenerati on of the Muslim
ummah) and Pusat |slam again using the Prime Mnister's nane (in fact,
the Governnent's nane).

On that very day, | sent aletter to himcriticising himfor it and
warni ng himnot to betray his own principles.
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