10 MAR 1998
Myanmar - Abdul | ah
MYANVAR SAYS YES TO REQ ONAL CURRENCI ES FOR | NTRA- ASEAN TRADE

By: Syed Jami| Jaafar

YANGON, March 10 (Bernama) -- Myanmar has agreed to and is keen in
taking part in a Malaysia-initiated schene for intra-Asean trade using
regi onal currencies to deal with the current econom c setbacks.

Her endorsement of the schenme was conveyed by Chairman of the State
Peace and Devel oprment Council (SPDC) Senior General Than Shwe to Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad during their tal ks here yesterday.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi told Ml aysi an
journalists that Dr Mahathir enlightened Than Shwe on neasures being taken
to inplenment a resolution of the Asean heads of governnment to boost
regi onal trade enploying the new nechani sm

Abdul | ah said Myanmar was al so prepared to engage in barter trading
wi th Mal aysi a.

"Myanmar offers Mal aysia an array of products especially foodstuffs
while Malaysia in turn offers goods which Myanmar woul d want to have but
could not buy for lack of funds," said Abdull ah.

"As such barter trade is practicable," he said.

He said Dr Mahathir and Than Shwe concurred on enhanci ng cooperation
anong Asean nenber countries in dealing with the region's troubled
econom es and depreciating currenci es.

Myanmar and Laos joi ned Asean |ast July. The other seven nenbers of the
groupi ng are Brunei, |Indonesia, Ml aysia, the Philippines, Singapore,

Thai | and and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir offered training facilities for Myanmar's field officers
given the country's focus on agricultural devel opnment.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahat hir conveyed to Myanmar's | eadership his views
that tol erance was crucial for inter-racial relations.

Based on Mal aysia's own experience being a multi-racial nation |like
Myanmar, uphol ding religious tol erance was al so necessary.

"We are aware that Myanmar is working towards bringing about changes
and the Prime Mnister expressed the hope that the process could be
expedi ted," he said.

Myanmar said such process was on-goi ng despite odds and obstacl es
especi ally pertaining to power-sharing between the various ethnic groups,
some of which were still engaged in insurgency.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed to the Myanmar | eadership his view that a
country could not shield itself fromthe opinions and criticisnms of others.

"The prime mnister said while it is our right to run our own country,
at times we also have to take into account the practices and norns already
accepted by the international comunity," said Abdul | ah.

On Musl i m Rohi ngya refugees in Ml aysia, Abdullah said Than Shwe agreed
to send an official to Malaysia to identify those who clained to be Myanmar
nati onal s but have no docunentary proof.

Mal aysi a has asked Myanmar to accept back these refugees and inmgrants
who are without docunents. -- BERNAVA
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