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PM | had no part in decisions involving son

gh; Azrani Rustam
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said he had no part in
deci si ons on corporate nmoves invol ving his son.

This is consistent with Governnment practice when it concerns di scussi ons
i nvolving fam |y nenbers of Governnent | eaders.

Referring to a suppl enentary question i n the Dewan Rakyat fromLi mGQuan
Eng (DAP- Kot a Mel aka) who, anong ot her things, had questioned the
rati onal e of the sale of "boats" in the deal involving Petronas, M SC and
Konsorti um Per kapal an Bhd, Dr Mahat hir sai d everybody had Iinked this to
the fact that it involved his son.

"I'n Governnment practice, if thereis any link with matters involving his
famly, the person (menber of the admi nistration) cannot take part in any
di scussions," Dr Mhathir said.

"He will have to | eave the Cabinet meeting if it involves Cabinet
del i berations ..."

He said there were occasi ons when he had to | eave the Cabi net neeting as
there were reportedly matters di scussed concerning his famly

"I did not in any way feel slighted, as that is the practice.

"And | did not know what transpired (in the Cabinet neeting)," the Prine
M ni ster said.

Dr Mahathir's son Mrzan is chai rman of Konsorti um Perkapal an Bhd whi ch
is forging a deal with Mal aysi an | nternati onal Shi ppi ng Corporationto
sel |l Konsortium s shipping subsidiaries Pacific Basin Bul k Shi pping Ltd
and PNSL Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir spoke for 50 minutes on the functions of the Nationa
Econoni ¢ Action Council, the slight recovery of the econony, and
contributions of big businesses to the econony.

The Prine M nister al so expl ai ned why the recent corporate deals did not
anmount to a bail-out and that conpanies involved were strong and were only
faci ng probl ens because of the econom c probl ens.

The first suppl ementary question came fromQpposition | eader LimKit
Si ang ( DAP- Tanj ung) who had asked the original oral question on the powers
of the NEAC

Provi ding nore insights into the situation facing "the son of a Prine
M nister”, Dr Mahathir said seen fromone perspective, the son was not
supposed to be in Governnent service as this woul d | ead to charges of the
Government | eader seeking to give a place to his son in the Governnent.

Simlarly, the Prinme Mnister's son could not play an active role in
politics as there woul d be al | egati ons that the | eader was groom ng his
son to take over.

Nei t her can the son be a businessnman as it woul d trigger allegations of
favours

The House roared with | aughter when Dr Mahat hir nade a veil ed reference
to Kit Siang and his son, Guan Eng (DAP secretary-general and deputy party
secretary respectively), saying "still sone people give a place to his son
to take over".

Dr Mahathir said just before the | ast general election, there was a
del egati on whi ch wanted to nane his son as a candi date.

"I said "No, he is not qualified

"When | step down, if you want to pick ny son as a candi date, you can do
so."

Kit Siang had in his supplenmentary question, raised the i ssue of



confidence which, he said, renmai ned a nmaj or probl em

He referred to the "Renong, UEMi nci dents and what is seen as five bail -
outs", saying they had affected confidence.

The Prime Mnister nade it clear that there was no bail-out.

He sai d t he conpani es i nvol ved i n recent corporate deal s were strong
ones whi ch made substantial profits before the econonic probl ens cropped
up.

Sone 28 per cent of their profits went to the Government.

In a reply which contained some |ight-hearted renmarks - |ike Dr
Mahat hir's fear of a contagion of ills fromthe Opposition benches when
di scussing the econonmic's contagion effect - the Prinme Mnister said there
was a tendency to parrot terns used by others.

These included "bail-out” and "nega projects” although these projects
wer e essential for the nation's econom c devel opnent.

He said the KLI A covering 10,000 hectares were very much cheaper -
slightly over US$2 billion (RW.2 billion) - than the US$20 billion Hong
Kong airport although the latter covered a small er area.

Dr Mahathir said he had in 1964 attended t he openi ng of the Sultan Abdul
Azi z Shah I nternational Airport which was meant to acconmodat e 400, 000
passengers a year.

"I'n the end, the nunber soared to 16 m|lion passengers,” Dr Mihathir
sai d.

For the newairport, therefore, a higher projection was needed "because
we are building an airport for the future, for the year 2050 or even
2100", the Prinme Mnister said.
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