14 DEC 1998
MAHATHI R HOLDS TALKS W TH HUN SEN, PHAN VAN KHAI

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

HANO , Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad met his counterparts from Canbodi a and Vi et nam hours after arriving
here for the Sixth Asean Summit whi ch begins tonorrrow.

Canbodi a's Hun Sen called on Dr Mahathir at the hotel where the
Mal aysi an | eader is staying.

This was the first neeting between the two prinme mnisters since the
est abl i shnent of a new coalition government in Phnom Penh headed by Hun
Sen.

Canbodi a' s hope of joining Asean now lies in the hands of Asean |eaders
after the foreign mnisters failed to reach consensus on its entry during
their neeting |ast Friday.

Mal aysi a and Vi etnam are anong the countries reportedly in favour of
t he i medi at e adm ssi on of Canbodi a, whose inducti on was suspended in July
| ast year followi ng a power struggle in Phnom Penh.

Dr Mahathir then called on Vietnams Phan Van Khai at his office.

In between the two neetings, the Ml aysian | eader visited the Asean
Exposition '98 which is being held at the Gang Vo Exhibition Hall in
conjunction with the two-day summt.
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