29/ 11/ 1998

Najib: | don't know how tape was made public

KUANTAN, Sat. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d he has
no i dea how tape recordi ngs of cl osed-door neetings anong party | eaders
prior to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims sacking fromthe party coul d have nade
their way to the public.

He sai d someone nmust have nade copi es of the recordi ngs and nmade t hem
available to the public.

He was asked to comment on the recorded di scussi ons between party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad and the Menteris Besar, and the
Umo supremne council neeting on Sept 3 which are being sold to the public.

Naj i b, who is Education M nister, said he had not |istened to the tapes.
However, he said those who had |istened to the tapes could determ ne the
truth.

At the Dewan Rakyat on Thursday, Kubang Kerian MP Mbhamad Sabu of Pas,
said though it mght be interestingto listento the tapes, the trend of
tapes finding their way out of closed-door neetings was "very unheal t hy".

He added that he would not be surprised if simlar tape recordi ngs of
i nportant Pas neeti ngs and deci si ons were now avai |l abl e.

When Naji b was asked if any action under the Oficial Secrets Act could
be taken agai nst the peopl e responsi ble for publicising the tape, he said
the OSA applied only to Governnent matters.
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