19/ 09/ 1998
Naji b and Abdul | ah to head panel (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Ai non Mhd

LANGKAW , Fri. - Ummo vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wi Il head the party's managenent and

di sciplinary conmm ttee replaci ng Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today the two woul d
head the commttee as he didn't want to be seen as favouring either of
t hem

"The two vice-presidents are already in the conmttee and the duties (of
the chairman) will be given to them

"However, the decisions of the cormittee will still have to be referred
to the suprene council (which) will rmake the final decision," the Prine
M ni ster sai d when asked by reporters whet her he had nade a deci sion on
who woul d t ake over the chairnmanship of the committee follow ng the
renoval of Anwar as Deputy Prinme M nister and his sacking fromUnmo for
al | eged noral m sconduct.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters at the Langkawi | nternational
Airport after visiting the Langkawi |International Shooting Range to
present nmedals to wi nners of a Cormpnweal th Games shooti ng event.

Asked what he neant by the two of themheading the committee, Dr
Mahat hir said: "It is a joint chairmanship... | cannot have one or the
ot her because | amafraid (choosing either one of them) will give an
advant age to one of themas a person of choice."

Umo has three el ected vice-presidents. The third, Tan Sri Mihanmmad
Muhanmad Tai b, is on | eave fol |l owi ng charges of falsely declaring the
nmoney he took into Australia in Decenber 1996 and failing to declare nore
than A$1.2 nmillion when he left the country.

He was acquitted of both the charges on May 30.

Asked whet her the conmittee woul d decide at its next neeting on action
to be taken agai nst Umo | eaders and nenbers who took part in Anwar's
roadshow si nce hi s sacking, Dr Mahathir said: "W will see howl ong t hey
will follow ..nost probably they are either curious or confused and when
they know the truth, they will return to the right path."

On what was the appropriate action to be taken agai nst those who deci ded
to continue to support Anwar, he said he could not predict what the
suprenme counci|l woul d deci de.

I n Kual a Lunmpur, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said the
managenment and di sci plinary conmttee would hold a nmeeting soon to di scuss
the fate of Umo menbers found to have backed Anwar in his so-called
reformati on novenent.

The matter woul d al so be di scussed at the Umo suprene council neeting
on Cct 3.

Sabbar uddi n sai d si nce Anwar was not an Umo nenber any nore, menbers
who supported hi mhad gone agai nst the party's deci si ons.

"As Umo nenbers we nust support the decision of the party | eadership,"
he told reporters after |launching the domestic touri smexposition
organi sed by t he Mal aysi an Touri smPronoti on Boar d.

The neeting will be the first by the committee after Anwar's expul sion.
G hers in the conmittee are Wanita Umo head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man, Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di and i nf ormati on chi ef Datuk Dr Yusof
Nor .

Sabbar uddi n sai d t he suprene council woul d al so di scuss the vari ous
al | egati ons agai nst Mal aysi a nmade by fornmer Si ngapore Prine M nister Lee
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