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NAJI B ASKS DBP TO SET UP A MULTIMEDIA UNI' T

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 15 (Bernanmm) -- Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak has asked the Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP) to set up a
mul timedia unit to enhance the di ssem nation of the Ml ay Language and
literature through multimedi a publications.

He said DBP coul d undertake the publication projects in collaboration
with Information Technol ogy (1 T) conpanies.

Through the publications, the DBP could sell copyrighted texts,
phot ographs, illustrations, dramas and songs in the form of CD Rons, he
sai d.

"I'f many of the publications are nmarketed, the people and students will
have a wi der choice of reading and learning materials to enrich their
know edge in the Malay | anguage and literature,” he told reporters after
Wi t nessing the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng (MbU) between DBP
and five IT conpani es here today.

Setting up of the multimedia unit could al so conpl enent the snart
school programe to be | aunched next year, he said.

Naji b al so asked DBP to be involved in the production of softwares for
the smart school programe.

Bei ng a store house of know edge, he urged DBP to intensify its
conput eri sation programe to provide easy access to its data base.

Replying to a question, Najib said his mnistry was seeki ng additiona
all ocation for the smart school progranme.

He said the governnent had all ocated RVbO million for the programe.

Asked whether the International Islamc University (I1U) President's
post held by Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimhad been filled, Najib said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had asked himto take over the
duties tenporarily.

" In my opinion, it is not appropriate for the Education Mnister to be
the president of a university because university adm nistrators are
required to report to the Education Mnister,"” he said.

He said he was leaving it to Dr Mahathir to decide on who should fil
t he post.

The post was held by Anwar who was sacked fromthe governnment on Sept 2
and expelled fromUmo the followi ng day for alleged noral m sconduct.

At the function, Najib presented the Tun Syed Nasir Schol arshi p Awards
to three students pursuing Mal ay Language and Literature studies in |oca
uni versities.

Twel ve students had received the awards since it was | aunched by DBP in
1993.
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