28 COCT 1998
Naj i b- Leader ship
NAJI B REFUSES TO COMVENT ON LEADERSHI P AMBI T1 ON

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Education Mnister Dato Seri Najib Tun
Razak today refused to coment on specul ation over his prime mnisterial
anbi ti on.

VWhen asked: "Whuld you consider standing for prime mnistership when
the tinme comes ...."

Naji b burst into laughter (which |asted for several seconds) and said:
"No, | can't answer that question."

He said it was a direct question, adding "You don't waste much tine".

The encounter took place soon after Najib energed froma cl osed-door
one- and- hal f hour di al ogue session with about 220 Ml aysi an students at the
RM T University here today.

Naji b, who is here to deliver the keynote address at the |aunch of the
Interact Asia Pacific Festival tonorrow, briefed the students on the
econom ¢ and political situation in Mlaysia.

He defended the Mal aysi an Government's | atest currency regul ati ons and
financial nmeasures to help stabilise the econonmy. "They are not for the
i sol ation of the Ml aysian econony, but insulating us fromoutside forces,"
he said.

Najib is reported to have told the students that the whol e Cabinet and
Umo Suprene Council backed the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad conpl etely and believed in all his actions.

He said Mal aysia was nmoving into unchartered territory and the whol e
wor |l d was watching the country. "W can make it work provided we have
political stability,” he is quoted as saying.

Najib told Bernama he was inpressed by the students' interest in what
was happeni ng i n Ml aysi a.

"They were open, direct and not antagonistic and were willing to hear
what | had to say."

Al so present at Najib's neeting with the students were the Ml aysi an
H gh Conm ssioner to Australia, Datuk Adnan O hman, Miltinedia Devel opnent
Corporation (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hnman Yeop Abdul | ah and
MDC executive Dr Norsaidatul Aknar.

Last night, Najib was guest of honour at the Australia Miltinedia
I ndustry Awards di nner when he presented the Best Young Adult Award to an
Australian I T/multimedi a conpany.

Tormorrow, he will address the Ml aysian Miltinedia Super Corridor
i nvestors' conference to coincide with the Asia Pacific nmultinedia and IT
festival, the biggest in the southern hem sphere.
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