08/ 12/ 1998
Najib to table notion to amend Umo charter

Fadzil Ghazali

THE speci al assenbly to be convened by Umo this weekend wil | see party

vi ce president Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak tabling a notion on amendnments
to the party's constitution.

Umo president and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d
party vice president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi will wi nd up the
debate on points raised in respect of the anendments.

He told reporters this after chairing a three-hour Umo Suprene Counci l
Meeting in Kuala Lunpur | ast night.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Seri Sabbaruddi n Chi k had said | ast week
that 2,017 del egates were expected to attend the Decenber 13 speci al
nmeeting to reviewthe party's constitution.

Amrendnents to 18 articles of the constitution will be tabled for
approval . Among themare the proposed abolition of bonus votes for
candi dat es vying for the posts of president and deputy president; and
m ni mumrequirenents pertainingtoeligibility to contest, for exanple,
nunber of nom nations and duration of nenbership.

Dr Mahat hir said the suprene council, which al so di scussed economi ¢
matters, is of the opinion that the rakyat now have a cl earer picture of
what i s happening in the country.

"But we still need to hold neetings and di scussions with them" he
added.

The supreme council al so condemmed US Vi ce-President Al CGore and
Anerican financi er George Soros for their remarks on Mal aysi a and t he
country's | eadership.

Asked whet her the uncalled for remarks woul d affect investors' view of
Mal aysi a, Dr Mahathir said: "Foreigninvestors will cone when there are
opportunities to make noney."

On nenbers being i nvesti gated by the Umo nanagenent conmittee, Najib
said the council has decided to expel two nenbers, suspend one and issue a
warning to 11 others for their behaviour.

Asked about the tape-recording of the proceedi ngs of the suprenme council
meeti ng during which former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
was sacked, Dr Mahathir said the tape that has been circul ated was heavily
edited, particularly regarding Anwar's ni sbehavi our.

"We have decided to allowthe distribution of the tapes which contain
the full discussion at that nmeeting ... It is quite |long, about four
tapes, " he added.
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