06/ 10/ 1998
Naj i b: About 150,000 expected at gathering

Sa' odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - More than 150, 000 nenbers of Barisan Nasiona
conponent parties and representatives fromvari ous non-governnent al
organi sations are expected to take part in the huge gathering at Stadi um
Nasi onal , Bukit Jalil, on Cct 10.

The gat hering, originally organi sed by Bari san Nasi onal Youth as arally
to show support for the Prime M nister and BN presi dent Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, has now become a BN affair.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who was appoi nted chairman
of the co-ordinating conmttee for the gathering, chaired three neetings
today - with the secretaries of Umo State Liaison Commttees, BN
secretaries-general and representatives of NGOs - to discuss preparations.

Speaking to reporters later, Najib said the 150, 000 esti mat e was based
on the comm tment shown by BN component parties but the turnout was
expected to be nuch higher.

"W want as nmany peopl e as possible to cone because we want this
gathering to be areflection of the real feelings of the people for Dr
Mahat hi r .

"W want totell the world that negative reports carried by the foreign
medi a questioni ng the people's support and trust for Dr Mahat hir and t he
BN Governnent are just not true," he added.

Naji b said the gathering would al so serve as proof to the world that the
Prime Mnister still commanded t he greatest of respect and trust of the
peopl e and was not facing a crisis of confidence as portrayed by the
forei gn nmedia.

He al so sai d the organi sers have been given a pernit by the police.

The gat hering, he said, would al so serve as a platformfor the Prine
M nister to explain to the people about the | atest devel opments in the
country.

The gat hering was expected to | ast about two hours starting with Dr
Mahathir's arrival at 4.50pm

"The agenda wi || include Dr Mahathir's explanation to the people, a
cul tural show, the singing of patriotic songs by famous | ocal artistes and
a martial arts performance,” he said, adding that clippings of the
recent!y-concl uded Commonweal t h Ganes woul d al so be shown on the gi ant
screens in the stadi um

Meanwhi | e, Umo Yout h deputy head Dat uk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussei n sai d
the gathering was solely to show the harnoni ous situation in the country
to the world.

"I'n politics, people will find ways to discredit any efforts by others,"
he said to a question on the possibility that certain quarters nmay accuse
himof trying to use the gathering to garner support within the nmovenent.

H shamuddi n said this after checking the facilities at the Nationa
St adi um

H shammuddi n sai d he was satisfied with the facilities at the stadi um
and there was no need for further renovations for the gathering.

"The stadiumis beautiful and | hope the gathering will be held in a
fam |y at nosphere because, God willing, | will be coning here on that day
with ny children

"W are hoping not only to fill the stadiumwi th 150, 000 peopl e but al so
tofill it with an atnmosphere of patriotismand send a cl ear nmessage to
the world of Mal aysi ans' conmitnent to be a harnoni ous society."
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