20/ 09/ 1998

Najib: The issue is his noral, personal problens

BALI NG Sat. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d today
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mshoul d not divert the people's attention by
guestioni ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s position as Prime Mnister.

"The issue is Datuk Seri Anwar's noral and personal problens and it has
nothing to dowth the position of the Prime Mnister,” Najib, whois
Education M nister, said.

Speaki ng after visiting a nodel school which is under construction, he
sai d support for the Prinme M nister was unani nous.

"The Prine Mnister's positionis not in question. According to our
constitution, the position of the Prime M nister depends on the support of
Menbers of Parliament and the MPs are solid in their support for Dr
Mahat hi r," he said.

Naj i b added t hat Dr Mahat hir had al so recei ved unani nous support from
Umo suprene council menbers and del egates, and the nandate fromthe
rakyat in the | ast general election.

He was responding to Anwar's call in Pantai Batu Buruk in Terengganu
yesterday tothe Prine Mnister toresign, claining that the latter no
| onger had t he people's support.

Anwar was sacked fromUmo for alleged noral nisconduct.

On Anwar's claimthat certain Umo | eaders and nmenbers had blindly
followed the Prine Mnister, Najib said Cabi net deci si ons were nade
col l ectively.

He said M nisters were free to express their views in Cabi net neetings.

"Anwar knows the real atnosphere in the Cabinet nmeeting and that al
deci si ons are nmade based on consensus," he added.

On his appoi ntnment as joint chairman of the Umo managenent and
disciplinary committee, Najib thanked Dr Mahathir.

I n Kuant an, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob sai d: "What
is Anwar's basis (for asking Dr Mahathir to resign)?

"Anwar's demand has no basis, he should by now know t he strong support
voi ced t hrough t he nunerous pl edges by the | eaders and nmenbers of Umo and
Bari san Nasional for Dr Mahathir," he said in a statement today.

He said it woul d be better for Anwar to concentrate on the all egati ons
agai nst him

Mohd Khal il added t hat he was al so shocked by Anwar's actions in
associ ating hinmself with the DAPin his attenpt to show hi s i nnocence.

In Pasir Sal ak, Perak Umo |liaison committee chairman Tan Sri Ramlii Ngah
Talib also hit out at Anwar for aligning hinself with the opposition.

Ram i described Anwar's nove as i nappropriate and that it was proof that
he never was a "true" Umo nenber and had never truly commtted hinself to
Umo' s struggle.

He said Anwar had wasted his tinme in Parlianent wagi ng war with t he
Opposition and criticising themwhen he was in Umo as it was nere tal k

The sanme, Rami said, could be described of Anwar's loyalty to Umo as
"it is obvious that he never really cared for the party."

Speaki ng after | aunching the Pasir Sal ak Wani ta Unmo comunity progranme
at Kota Setia, he said Umo nenbers and Anwar's fol |l owers shoul d now
condem Anwar's nove as he had shown hinself to be an opportunist and
disloyal to the principles of the party he once uphel d.

"To criticise Umo and the Governnment is one thing but to align hinself
with the Opposition - that is an entirely different story.



"Hi s actions have nade people see himfor what he really is,"” he said,
addi ng that Anwar's actions had shattered people's faith and trust in him
On Anwar's call to Dr Mahathir to step down, Ranmli said it was a sign

that Anwar had | ost direction and was not thinking rationally.

When asked how the State Liai son Committee woul d act agai nst Unmo
menbers who supported Anwar, Ram i said the suprene council meeting next
week woul d di scuss this.

( END)
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