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Najib: Help create a strong society

Ahmad Suffian

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Miuslimuniversity students can create a strong
ummrah (society) for the future by forging co-operation and harnony wth
ot her nationalities.

International Islamc University Malaysia (I1UM acting president Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak said this was alsoin line with Islamwhich
enphasi sed uni ty and br ot her hood.

He said prejudi ces based on race, col our, caste and sex woul d be erased
while the only distinction between individuals would be their |evel of
achi evenent interns of spirituality, nmorality and know edge.

"While it istruethat the lslamic world is facing a | ot of chall enges,
this should not deter students fromworking hard to create a strong and
i nvinci bl e ummah that will gain respect of other nations," said Najib, who
is al so Educati on M nister.

"The co-operation and harnony between the national and international
students here shows that this can be nade into areality. Thisis a
chal | enge that should be met by the future generation, especially Il UM
students. "

He said the strong spirit of ukhuwah (brotherhood anong nations) had to
be instilled in the students' m nds so that when they becane | eaders, they
could live in peaceful co-existence with international society.

"This will also enable our dreamof creating a nore peaceful and
prosperous world to be realised. This is what we have been doing and this
is what we hope to achi eve.

"I't is hoped that Il UMgraduates will uphold and live up to this
expectation," he added.

Naji b said |Islamhas al ways strived for excellence in all aspects and
I UM students shoul d continue to adhere to this philosophy.

"This tradition of excellence should be continued. No where is this nore
i mportant thanin the pursuit of know edge. Even Prophet Muhammad preached
t he val ue of know edge.

"I strongly believe that Il UMstudents have what it takes to be faithful
Muslinms, strong followers and great | eaders inthe future.”

On another note, Najib said Il UMstudents shoul d al ways respect the
country's laws and abi de by them

"Respect for the | aws of the country will reflect your |evel of maturity
and sel f-discipline.

"Mal aysi a makes no apol ogi es for the fact that the mai ntenance of | aw
and order is sacrosanct to our country. Only with peace and stability, can
we devel op the unmah and the nation."”

I1UM s Convest '98 fiesta is organi sed by the Students' Representative
Counci|l at the Faculty of Econom cs premises in Gonbak. It will be on
until Dec 1.

It is heldto mark the university's 14th convocati on which will be held
at StadiumPutra in Bukit Jalil here on Saturday.

Sone 113 stalls selling a variety of itens including foodstuff, books
and cl ot hing have been set up by the students.

Al so present were |l UMrector Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d A Abusul ayman,
Student Affairs and Devel opnent Divi si on dean Dr Rahmattul | ah Khan Abdul
Wahab Khan, the council's presi dent Ahnmad Nazi mAbdul Rahman and convest
' 98 director Mahathir Mkhtar.
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