26 OCT 1998
Awar d- Jour nal i st
LATE TUN FUAD RECEI VES NATI ONAL EM NENT JOURNALI ST AWARD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- Former Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri the
| ate Tun Mohammed Fuad St ephens was post hunmously awarded the prestigi ous
Mal aysi an Press Institute's National Em nent Journalist Award today.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad presented the award to
his wi dow, Toh Puan Rahi mah Stephens at the Commonweal th Press Union
Bi enni al Conference openi ng cerenony here.

Born on Sept 14, 1920, Mhammed Fuad becane Sabah's first Chief
M ni ster after independence through Ml aysia in 1963.

H s involvement in journalismbegan when he started contributing to the
only newspaper in his hone state,the North Borneo News, with the favourite
pseudonym of Vox Populi.

After a stirring letter that canme to be known as the "Bl ood is Thicker
than Water,"” in which he berated the colonial masters for their
i ndi scrimnation against local civil servants, he was invited to wite
articles for the paper.

Mohamed Fuad then set up his own daily newspaper, the Sabah Tinmes with
only RML, 000 as his capital after draw ng experience fromthe North Borneo
News.

The i naugaural edition of the first daily newspaper in North Borneo hit
the news stand in March 1952 with himas the editor, typist, reporter,
typesetter and delivery boy.

Two years |l ater he bought over the North Borneo News and proceeded to
conbine it with the Sabah Ti nes.

He was one of the signatories of the Federation of Ml aysia Agreenent.

Tun Fuad was killed in a plane crash in Tanjung Aru near Kota Kinabal u
in 1976.
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