05/ 09/ 1998
NAM emer ges united despite the diverse i ssues raised i n Durban

Syed Nazri in Durban

THE 12t h Non- Al i gned Movenent Summit ended well into the night at the

Dur ban I nt ernati onal Conventi on Centre on Thursday because everyone want ed
a chance to speak.

The cl osi ng cerenony coul d not be held at 7pmas schedul ed as there were
still del egates queueing to take to the rostrum The speakers were given
10 m nut es each but sone, as usual, took up to 40 m nutes.

Wor kers were al ready di smantling canopi es and stacking up chairs before
the | ast speaker took the stage.

That's what you get when you have a two-day summit with 114 menber
nations participating - and with world politics and econonmics as the nmain
agenda.

Even Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , who represented
Mal aysia at the summit, could only deliver the Prinme M nister's speech at
7.30pm four hours behind schedul e.

In that sense, the detractors are right - the NAMsumit | S anot her talk
shop. But, minus all the rhetoric, is it really?

In substance it is not. And the many bonb scares that occurred i n Durban
over the week, plus the extrenely tight security onthe city streets gave
the summt, which was preceded by neetings at senior officials and
mnisterial levels, a sense of inportance.

It is not atalk shop, according to South African President Nel son
Mandel a who sai d t hat through di scussi ons, nenber countries were now
beginning to realise the need for nore sel f-engagenent and engagenment with
t he devel oped countri es.

"W have cone to accept this to be part of the international system
under the newworl d order instead of scolding fromthe sidelines," he said
at the conference.

He is saying that NAM founded in 1961 when the United States and the
then Soviet Union were in a Cold War, is still relevant.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad seened t o have the same nessage, even
t hough he coul d not be present as he had to stay back in Malaysia to
attend to i nportant domestic matters.

In a speech read to Abdullah, the Prine Mnister said NAMwas a usef ul
forumbecause even though the Col d War had ended, the scenariois sinilar
- what with the big powers using econom ¢ m ght to subjugate smaller
nations and sonetines using nmlitary mght to bully.

It al so has to be considered that the Durban summit was hel d agai nst the
background of a turbul ent international environment.

The financial crisis has created havoc to the econom es of several NAM
countries. And on the political front, NAMwas sei zed with a nunber of
burni ng i ssues such as Pal estine, Irag, Libya, Sudan and Congo.

It al so had to deal with nucl ear di sarmanent, United Nations reformand
terrorism The final docunent endorsed at the end of the sunmit tackled
the issue of the financial crisis the way Mal aysi a woul d have wanted it.

Init, devel oped countries were urged to act in concert with devel opi ng
countries, the I M and Wrld Bank to reviewthe world financial systemto
ensure that short-termcapital flows were supportive of expanding trade,
enmpl oynent and devel oprent.

NAM al so cal l ed for regul ati ons and nore transparency on currency
t radi ng.

It was al so noted that gl obalisation and |iberalisation did not result



inincreased econonic opportunity for devel oping countries.

The summit al so condemed, as an act of aggression, the US air attack on
the El - Shifa Pharrmaceutical Plant in Sudan on Aug 20, describing it as a
unilateral act in violation of the UN Charter.

On nucl ear di sarmanent, NAMsaid the recent tests in the Indian sub-
continent were a setback to gl obal efforts to elim nate nucl ear arsenal s.
But di pl omacy prevented | ndi a and Paki stan to be specifically nmentionedin
t he docunent.

Again the i ssue on UN Security Council reformwas highlighted. The
council, it was noted, shoul d be expanded accordi ng to geographi cal
di stribution and veto power in the hands of the five permanent nmenbers be
abol i shed.

Terrori smwas condemmed and, especi ally nentioned, were the bonbi ngs
that occurred in Nairobi and Dar-es-Sal amon Aug 7.

The sunmmit stressed the need to conbat terrorismin all its forms
regardl ess of the race, religion or nationality of the victins or
perpetrators.

Abdul | ah sai d despite the difficult i ssues NAMhad to address, it
managed to enmerge still united.

Mal aysi an of ficials say the country was still very much committed to NAM
as an inmportant political and economc force in the sane way as Dr
Mahat hir had put it.

Since the UN had not been very effective, NAMprovides an alternative
forumto pronote views of devel opi ng countri es.

Dr Mahat hir had said: "Qur only hope lies in staying together. The
rel evance of being non-aligned today may be questi oned.

"But there are many reasons for us to stay together. D vided, one by one
we Wi Il succunb. Inunity there is a chance we will survive and possibly
retain our integrity and i ndependence. "

NAMwi | | have its next sunmit in 2001 i n Dhaka, Bangl adesh.

( END)
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